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3 
Return 


By Martha Snell Nicholson 
“His father saw hith, and had compassion, 
and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him” 
(Luke 15:20). 
HILE I was yet a long way off, 
Dragging my weary feet, 
My father saw me, and he ran- 
His wayward son to meet. 


The little window where he watched 
For me so long, through tears, 

Was empty now, and gone were all 
The weary waiting years; 


For I was just as much his son 
As when I went away. 

He ran to meet me down the road, 
O happy, happy day! 


He put the robe upon my back, 
The ring upon my hand, 

And all the bells of welcome peeled 
Throughout the whole broad land! 


Out of Their Element 


To be in the center of God’s, will 
should be the aim of every Christian. 
It is there that he will be most useful 
and happy. A believer who is not there 
is, from the divine point of view, eccen- 
tric, “off-center,” though he may be very 
nicely conformed to the customs and 
ideas of professing church members. 
Being out of God’s will implies disobe- 
dience somewhere along the line, and 
this quenches the Spirit, and, like a 





short circuit, cuts off light, joy, and 
power. From the Editor’s window he 
looks down on a narrow street in which 
there is a side’entrance to display rooms 
for fine motorboats and cabin cruisers, 
He sees these beautiful craft on trailers 
being carefully and slowly maneuvered 
around the corner from a wide street, 
through the illegally parked cars, and, 
with extra care, into the entrance to 
the building. Their powerful motors 
are utterly useless, their rudders and 
propellers are high and dry in the air, 
and the men who handle them take the 
utmost care not to scratch the highly 
polished mahogany or scrape the blue 
and white paint off the sleek, sides. 
There is something pathetic about these 
boats in the city traffic, for they were 
made for better things. In fact, just a 
little musing over the boats conjures 
up lovely scenes: cruisers rising and 
falling in the ground swell beyond the 
surf, with trolling lines astern and gulls 
crying; speedboats with sheets of spray 
like fans on either side of the bgw and 


fe 





a deep wake spreading from the stern: 
small motorboats at anchor on a quiet 
lake at evening, amid the expanding 
circles left by rising trout. In the city 
streets, motorboats are awkward and 
troublesome; in the water, they seem 
like the very embodiment of grace and 
power, easily controlled, and exhilarat- 
ing to watch. Why is it that many 
Christians are frustrated, easily rubbed 
the wrong way, hard to control, and 
powerless? Often .because they are out 
of their element, that is, out of the will 
of God for them; and not using the 
power which God has given to every 
believer through fhe Spirit, and depend- 
ing on others instead of the Holy Spirit 
Himself. This condition can be cor- 
re¢ted, though it may require time spent 
in quiet, unhurried prayer, meditation 
on the Word, and consultation with con- 
secrated Christian friends. God has a 
place for every one of His children, and 
it is His will that they should have a 
deep abiding joy, and all the power they" 
need in their appointed place, 
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Paradoxes 


An editorial by Frederick Erdman 


E world is full of paradoxes. Most 

men profess to believe only what 

they think they understand, there- 

fére they try to dodge paradoxes, and 
the results are instructive, 

The greatest Book ever written, the 
best seller of every .year, claims to be 
of divine origin. Most men dodge this 
question by trying to prove the Book 
is entirely human and even the work of 
forgers. This, however, is a paradox 
thafjhad men could write so good a book. 

The Bible teaches that Christ was 
divine and human. This is a paradox, 


' Most men dodge this paradox by deny- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“And even to your old age I am 
he; and even to hoar hairs will I 
carry you: I have made, and I will 
bear; even I will carry, and will 
deliver you” (Isa. 46:4). 


——_ 
———- 














ing His deity. But He claimed to be 
divine and therefore this creates another 
paradox, that the best man who ever 
lived could be a deceiver. 

Christ said, “Men loved darkness 
rather than light.” Men deny this state- 
ment, and yet the history of all nations 
and the lives of most men prove the 
statement is true. This is a paradox. 

The Bible says of evil men, “While 
they promise them liberty, they them- 
selves are the servants of corruption.” 
This is paradoxical. Freedom in the 
Unitéd States was a result of the Bible; 
but, because the Bible has been dis- 
credited, this freedom has*been turned 
into license and has made America the 
leading nation in murder, robbery, di- 
vorce, in the amount of money spent in 
drunkenness, in gambling, frivolity, im- 
morality, and degrading movies. This 
is a, paradox. 

Men are always facing the absolute 
paradox of God’s sovereignty and man’s 
free will. The atheist may call it fate 
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and free will, but the paradox is the 
same. The Irishman faced the problem 
by saying, “I wish I knew where I am 
going to die.” “Why?” someone asked. 
“Because if I did, I'd never go to that 
place.” 

The New England Puritan, when asked 
why he took his gun on the way to 
church because of the Indians, if he be- 
lieved he couldn’t die until his time 
came, replied, “Maybe the Indian’s time 
has come.” 

The Turkish admiral, in discussing 
Kismet, or fate, said, “Allah is Allah, but 
I have two anchors from the stern.” 

The diplomatic Hindu servant, when 
asked by Lord Dufferin how a young 
English nobleman succeeded on a hunt- 
ing trip, replied, “The young Sahib shot 
divinely, but Providence was very merci- 
ful to the birds.” The paradox remains. 
One American will say, “I am a fatalist.” 
Another, “I am the captain of my soul.” 
These both dodge the paradox. 

Even in one verse the Bible faces the 
paradox of free will and predestination: 
Christ was “delivered up by the deter- 
minate counsel and foreknowledge of 
God, ye by the hand of lawless men did 
crucify and slay” (Acts 2:23, A.S.V.). 

Christ said every event in His life 
was predetermined by the Old Testa- 


ment. “That the scriptures .. . might 
be fulfilled.” But He also said, of His 
life: ‘Noman taketh it from me, but I lay 


it down of myself.. I have power to lay 
it down, and I have: power to take it 
again” (John 10:18). 

Design or chance? Some men say the 
#universe is the result of chance. Others 
believe that the infinite complexity and 
the mathematical precisions of .matter 
and the movements of the heavenly 
bodies can be only the result or work 
of intelligence, of infinite knowledge and 
power. 

The Bible faces paradoxes with mag- 
nificent confidence and authority. It 
says: “He that planted the ear, shall 
he not hear? he that formed the eye, 
shall he not see?” “The heavens declare 
the glory of God; and the firmament 
sheweth his handywork” (Psa. 19:1); 
and, “Seek him that maketh the seven 
stars and Orion, and turneth the shadow 
of death into the morning, and maketh 
the day dark with night: that calleth 
for the waters of the sea, and poureth 
them out upon the face of the earth: The 
Lord is his name” (Amos 5:8). 

When trying to evade a paradox, men 
go to one extreme or the other, In 
their effort to explain the paradoxes of 
the universe, most of the greatest philos- 
ophers of all*history have become either 
pantheists or materialists. The modern 
trend. is toward materialism, a natural 
result of theories of evolution. The 
marvelous first verse of the Bible con- 
tradicts both theories. “In the begin- 
ning God created the heaven and*the 
earth.” 

The next greatest problem or para- 
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dox follows. In view of all the evil in- 
this world, is there moral government 
in this universe? The whole Bible is 
the answer to this problem. A title of 
God in the first Book of ‘the Bible is 
in the following question: “Shall not the 
Judge of all the earth do right?” (Gen. 


18:25). The problem is faced all through + 


the Bible to the Judgment scenes of 
Revelation. The most intellectual audi- 
ence of history was told by Paul, “Be- 
cause he hath appointed a day, in the 
which he will judge the world in right- 
eousness by that man whom ‘he hath 





The Rapture Before the 
Tribulation 


Y A happy coincidence, the 

Editors received within a few 
weeks of each other three articles 
on the question whether the 
Church will be taken out of the 
world before the Tribulation, or 
whether it must pass through part 
or all of it before the Rapture. 
These are: 

The Time of the Rapture 

of the Church 

By Lt. Gen. William K. Harrison 


The Coming of the Lord 
and 
The Rapture and the Types 
By J. F. Strombeck 


General Harrison is the widely 
known Christian U.S. Army officer, 
who was for some time the ehief 
negotiator for the United Nations 
at Panmunjom, and is now Com- 
mander in Chief of the Carribean 
Command. He has recently made 
a fresh and thorough study of the 
subject and gives his reasons, with 
copious Scripture references, for 
believing that the Rapture will 
occur before the Tribulation. 

Mr. Strombeck is a Christian 
businessman of Moline, Ill., who has 
written some articles for THe Sun- 
DAY SCHOOL TIMEs and several books, 
and who also has made a careful 
study of prophecies relating to the 
second coming of Christ. General 
Harrison’s and Mr. Strombeck’s 
articles, which will be published. 
in four or five installments, were 
written entirely independently. 

These timely articles on prophecy 
will be published in THe Sunpay 
Scnoot Trmes beginning in Sep- 
tember, and an 18-weeks subscrip- 
tion for $1 will cover the series (in 
Canada, $1.10, in U.S.A. dollars). 

Subscriptions intended to include 
these articles should be designated 
for the Harrison-Strombeck series, 
and sent to The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. (For full sub- 
scription rates, see page 571.) 
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ordained; whereof he hath given assur- 
ance unto all men, in that he hath raised 
him from the dead” (Acts 17:31). 

No man can see or understand chemical 
affinity orelectricity or gravitation, but no 
one dare deny their existence. To ignore 
them is physical death. No one can see 
moral or spiritual laws, but to ignore 
them is moral and spiritual and eternal 
death, but most men think they can 
dodge the effect of spiritual laws. The 
Bible says, “Whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap.” 

Children are always most attractive 
to their own parents. “To every crow 
its young is blackest.” Parents will and 
should do mere for their own children 
than for others’ children. The existence 
of society depends upon this paradox. 

(Continued on page 656) 








Notes on Open Letters 
“The Word of Their Testimony” 


I would like a few lines as to the 
Spirit’s leading you in the understand- 
ing of “and by the word of their tes- 
timony” . (Rev. 12:11).—A Florida 
reader, - 

“Testimony” here means the witness 
of the martyrs to the completeness and 
power of Christ’s work on the cross. 
The following are expositions from two 
well-known, scholarly commentaries on 
this question: 

“On the ground of their faithful testi- 
mony they are constituted victors. It 
evinced their victory. Hereby they con- 
fess themselves worshippers of the slain 
Lamb, and overcome the beast, Satan’s 
representative: an anticipation of chap- 
ter 15:2 (cf. chap. 13:15, 16). Unto— 
‘even as far as.’ They carried their not- 
love of life as far as even unto death.” 
—Jamieson, Fausset and Brown. 


“The servants of God overcame Satan, 
(1) by the blood of the Lamb, as the 
meritorious cause. Christ by dying de- 
stroyed him that hath the power of 
death, that is, the devil. (2) By the word 
of their testimony, as the great instru- 
ment of war, the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God,—by a resolute 
powerful preaching of the everlasting 
Gospel, which is mighty, through God, 
to pull down strongholds,—and by their 
courage and patience in sufferings; they 
loved not their lives unto the death, 
when the love of life stood in competi- 
tion with their loyalty to Christ; they 
loved not their lives so well that they 
could give them up to death, could lay 
them down in Christ’s cause; their love 
to their own lives was overcome by 
stronger affections of another nature; and 
this their courage and zeal helped to 
confound their enemies, to convince 
many of the spectators, to confirm the 

,Souls of the faithful, and so contributed 
greatly to this victory.”—Matthew Henry, 
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VI. Will H. Houghton, the Polished Personal Worker 


Never too busy to deal patiently with 


a soul in need 


God and men, the former presi- 

dent of the Moody Bible Institute, 
gave personal soul-winning a place af 
prime importance in his life. A stal- 
wart Christian, a mam among men, a 
leader by nature and by divine grace, 
far-seeing in vision and creative in ideas, 
he knew how to put first things first. 

He was tall, masculine, dignified, pol- 
ished, yet humble, friendly, gentle, and 
gracious. His voice was deep, melodious, 
and well modulated. This winsome per- 
sonality was entirely dedicated to the 
service of Christ, and personal evange- 
lism gave him the deepest of all joys. 
He loved it. 

Will H. Houghton (1887-1946) - was 
saved at age fourteen in evangelistic 
meetings in Lynn, Mass. His interest 
in. dramatics led him on to the stage, 
where he spent two years with the Keith 
Vaudeville Circuit as an actor. Dissatis- 
fied, he surrendered entirely to Christ 
and éntered Eastern Nazarene College 
for a short time. But his interest was 
in winning others to Christ, so he be- 
came an evangelistic singer and song 
leader. In this capacity he soon became 
associated with Dr. R. A. Torrey, who 
had a large influence in molding Hough- 
ton’s Christian life and shaping his the- 
ology. 

So with very little college training, 
and with no Bible institute er theolog- 
ical seminary education, he plunged into 
full-time Christian work for the rest of 
his life. But Dr. Houghton was a hard- 
working student, both of books and of 
people, and he always held his-own 
easily with others who had earned the 
highest post-graduate degrees. 


Bc = of his genuine love for 


His Pastoral Work 

From 1915 to 1934, he was in pastoral 
and evangelistic work. He served Bap- 
tist churches in Canton, New Bethlehem, 
and Norristown, Pa. During 1925- 
28 he was pastor of the Baptist Taber- 
nacle, Atlanta, onesof the greatest evan- 
gelical churches of the South. From 
1930-34, he served as pastor of that great 
Gospel lighthouse, Calvary Baptist 
Church, New York City. In between 
times, he conducted evangelistic meet- 
ings in Ireland, traveled in Europe and 
the Near East, and was often in evange- 
listic and Bible conference meetings in 
the United States. 

He believed that soul-winning was the 
big business of the church. Dr. Wilbur 
M. Smith writes: “Two primary passions 
possessed the soul of Will H. Houghton, 
from the beginning: of his ministry fo 





Regarding the business of the Chris- 

tian church, Dr. Houghton said: “A 

lukewarm church cannot stir a city. 

A witnessing church can stir a city. 

So far as I can see, the church is 

here to witness for an absent Lord, 
nothing else.” 1 








the end—evangelism, and. the study of 
the Word of God.” 2 

Succeeding the saintly and revered Dr. 
James M. Gray, he became president of 
Moody Bible Institute of Chicago in 1934, 
which office he held until his death in 
1946. That institution soon began to 
throb with new life and power under 
Dr, Houghton’s leadership. 

Under his direction, the great D. L. 
Moody centenary celebrations were held 
in 1937 in cities all across America and 
throughout the English-speaking world. 
Evangelism was the keynote every- 
where. The magnificent Crowell Hall 
was finished and dedicated, in 1938, @t 
a cost of $750,000, and, in 1941, the popu- 
lar Moody science films were inaugu- 
rated. In every area his work was con- 
structive, progressive, solid, and for the 
glory of God. 

But with all his huge responsibilities 
and problems, he was never too busy to 
stop and deal patiently with a soul in 
need. He gave himself and his time 
freely in ceunseling students, ministers, 
business people, and others, but his high- 
est joy was to lead a lost sinner to his 
Saviour. 

Dr. Houghton’s little booklet of twen- 
ty-four pages entitled “Lessons in Soul- 
Winning” 3 gives us his ideas and prin- 
ciples in personal work. Soul-winning 
is the believer’s highest privilege. He 
does his best for God, for the world, for 
his church, and for himself when he 
leads individuals into the Christian life. 

Soul-winning is bringing men _ to 
Christ, not changing them from one de- 
nomination or church to another, not 
getting them to change their opinions, 
but to receive a person; the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is fishing for men, going where 
the fish are, and using the hook of Scrip- 
ture and the bait of personal Christian 
experience. It is witnessing for Christ, 
witnessing to His person and work, wit- 
nessing kindly but persistently every- 
where. 


Dr. Houghton taught that all Chris- 





1Wilbur M. Smith, “A Watchman on the 
Wall” (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., 1951), p. 72. 

2 Wilbur M. Smith, ibid., p. 65. 

* Will H. Houghton, “Lessons in Soul-Win- 
ning” (Chicago: The Moody Bible Institute 
of. Chicago, 1936), distributed free. 


By FARIS D. WHITESELL, D.D. 


tians should be personal workers: That 
is why the Lord saved them, that is 
what He commands them to do, and that 
is the work that meets the deepest need 
of men totally lost in sin. 

The personal soul-winner should know 
that he himself has been born again, that 
the Gospel of Christ is the power of God 
unto salvation, that there are four kinds 
of soil in which to sow the seed of the 
Word—the wayside, the stony, the 
thorny, and the good soil—and he should 
know the Word of God. 

In his approach to the lost, the worker 
should be prayerful, sympathetic, and 
courteous. One of the best ways of pro- 
moting contact and making conversation 
is to offer a New Testament as a gift if 
your prospect ‘will agree to read it. 
This gives‘ opportunity to tell what the 
Bible means to you and further oppor- 
tunity to point out major salvation pas- 
Sages and discuss them. 

After the approach, the argument 
should be made on the basis of the 
Scriptures. Read the passages that show 
the lost sinner his condition in God's 
sight, theri point him to the passages 
that tell of the redeeming work of 
Christ. Avoid argument. Listen to your 
prospect and give him plenty of time 
to talk, but base your arguments on 
definite Scripture passages. 

Following the approach and the argu- 
ment should come the appeal. The ap- 
peal is not to give up sinful practices, 
or to join the church, though both of 
these should be done later. The appeal 
is to look away from himself, his sins, 
his feelings, and to receive the Lord 
Jesus Christ by faith. This is the saving 
act, and the prospect should be urged 
to do it now. 


The “Borne of Four” Plan 
As a rather unique method of enlist- 
ing groups in personal work, Dr. Hough- 
ton suggested the “borne of four” plan, 
based on Mark 2:1-12, as follows: 
Nearly anyone can find one group 
. of four, or multiples of four, to be or- 
ganized and instructed for this service, 
. The prospective list is to be broken up, 
and a list of names given to each four.” 
They select their time of united labor, 
a week evening or a Sunday afternoon. 
The four meet at some convenient 
place for prayer. Then two of the 
four start out to call, while the other 
two remain behind to pray for the 
two calling. Next time they change 
about—visiting and praying.4 
On a cold Christmas Day, a half- 
drunken soldier burst into the Moody 
Bible Institute asking to see Dr. Hough- 
ton. The young man in charge of the 





* Will H. Houghton, ibid., p. 21. 
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lobby told him Dr. Houghton was. at 
home and could not be disturbed. The 
soldier insisted that he was a friend of 
Dr. Houghton’s, and that he must see 
him. Finally, the student called Dr. 
Houghton and told him the situation. He 
came down on the streetcar, walking 
through the wind, ice, and snow from 
the car line to the Institute. Sitting 
down with the soldier, Dr. Houghton be- 
gan talking to him. The Rev, John E. 
Wilkens, who tells this story, says: 
Glancing into the room, I saw them 
kneeling in prayer, Dr. Houghton with 
his arm around the soldier, and inter- 
ceding for him. Again I glanced into 
the room, and there they stood, with 
tears of joy streaming down their faces, 
rejoicing in the greatness of salvation.5 





* Wilbur M. Smith, “A Watchman on the 
Wall,”’ pp. 152, 153. 
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A sweet singer and a poet, Dr, Hough- 
ton has twenty-two G 1 songs and 
hymns to his credit. His ‘soul-winning 
passion is appropriately expressed in 
the words of the popular chorus, “Lead 
Me to Some Soul Today,” which he wrote 
in memory of D. L. Moody, who said, “I 
must speak to one soul each day about 
Christ.” Here are the words: 

Lead me to some soul today, 

O teach me, Lord, just what to say; 

Friends of mine are lost in sin, 

And cannot find their way. 

Few there are who seem to Care, 

And few there are who pray; 
Melt my heart and fill my life, 
Give me one soul today.* 





6 Will H. Houghton, “Lessons in Soul-Win- 
ning.” p. 23. 
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XX. The Doom of the Scarlet Woman 


Weeping on earth and joy in Heaven 


HE preceding article described the 
scarlet woman of Revelation 17 and 
the Beast through whom she will exer- 
cise her universal religious sway. It 
was seen that she represents the last 
great federation of religions, including 
Rome, every false cult, and apostate 
Protestantism joined together, and claim- 
ing to be the true church and ruthlessly 
putting to death all who resist her claims. 
But what of the bold and fearless 
Protestantism of the Reformation, what 
has become of it today? Official Prot- 
estantism today is like Samson asleep 
on the lap of wicked Delilah. Some day, 
if it ever awakens, it will find itself 
blind and grinding in the prison house 
of itgeenemies, shorn of its mighty power 
that it once had for God. What is the 
reason for this state of Protestantism? 
It is because Protestantism has wavered 
while Rome nevér changes. She has 
undermined the Bible as the Word of 
God. She has changed the truth of 
God into aslie (Rom. 1:25). She has 
labeled as fable every’ historical fact 
given in Holy Scripture, misrepresented 
the God of the Old Testament as a tribal 
deity and the great truth of the atone- 
ment as a “slaughterhouse religion.” 
She has denied the reality of the res- 
urrection of the Son of God, and she 
“has rejected practically every claim the 
Bible makes as to its inspiration, authen- 
ticity, and infallibility. Rome, though 
opposed to the reading and distribution 
of the Bible, has yet not gone to this 
length in apostasy. 

Protestantism today encourages di- 
vorce. She permits it, sanctions it, sanc- 
tifies it, and is thus divided on the 
sanctity of marriage. Study her decrees 
on marriage. Her ministers will marry 


divorced persons without exercise of 
conscience. Rome is the foe of divorce, 


By EDGAR AINSLIE 


and in spite of: her moral corruption, 
champions the sanctity of the married 
state, and is outspoken against divorce 
(study 1 Cor. 7). 

Protestantism denies the miraculous. 
Even the miracles of the Son of God are 
labeled folklore, or are explained away 
in language that does not make sense. 
She is self-satisfied and not Christ-sat- 
isfied. She is Laodicean in her attitude 
to the Son of God. She is satisfied with 
her dead creeds, dogmas, denomination- 
alism. Self-righteousness instead of the 
righteousness of Christ is her boast. 
Christ is shut outside her doors, and, 
although she is bankrupt and poverty- 
stricken, she refuses His vast riches. She 
is uncertain in her message and is lost 
in the fog of speculation and theory— 
as a consequence it is a source of doubt. 
She feels no shame when its ministers 
boldly deny the fact of the virgin birth 
of Jesus Christ our Lord, the fact of His 





N EXCELLENT chart depict- 
ing the various dispensations in 
“The Course of Time from Eternity 
to Eternity” has been prepared by 
A. E. Booth, and will be found es- 
pecially helpful in reading and 
studying Mr. Aijinslie’s series of 
articles, “The Dawn of the Scarlet 
Age.” The chart is in color, on 
good paper, measuring 33x13 inches, 
and is accompanied by a 34-page 
“key” by the same author. 
Both the chart and key may 


Just Gddress The Sunday School 

\ Times Company, 325 North 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5, and ask for the 
“Course of Time” chart. 














be had for $1, postpaid, per set. - 
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deity, His sinlessness, and the victorious 
atonement and resurrection of the Son 
of God. 

But this drunken debauchee, reeling 
and swaying in her foul impurity as she 
rides the Beast, this whore from the 
brothel of the Dragon, is not to reign 
forever. Her glory is but for a little 
time and then she is to fall and rise no 
more. Her glory and wealth become the 
cause for jealousy, cruel as the grave. 
The ten federated kings who have sup- 
ported her will eye her with jealousy 
and will conspire to destroy her (Rev. 
17:16). Her charms will have lost their 
power, her claims will be found to be 
spurious, and hatred burns in their 
hearts against her. Their eyes at fast 
will be opened and they will throw off 
her yoke. Shocked by her false pre- 
tensions they, in utter disgust, will turn 
in rage upon her, and pull her to pieces 
and eat her flesh. They will destroy this 
foul system, burn her religious vest- 
ments, strip her naked of her glory, and 
the scarlet woman will be no more. An 
Almighty Sovereign Ruler has been 
looking on, and He is once again using 
the broom of destruction as He puts in 
these monarchs’ hearts a burning passion 
to do His will. “For God hath put in 
their hearts to fulfil his will” (Rev. 
17:17). 

In chapter 17, the destruction of the 
scarlet woman is viewed from the human 
Side, i.e, the kings are used by God to 
dethrone and destroy her. The calm, 
eternal decrees of a thrice holy God 
come to pass as He uses human agents 
to fulfill His will. In chapter 18, her 
doom and destruction are viewed from 
the Godward side. Heaven now is in 
action, angels and voices make plain 
the heavenly attitude toward this once 
glorious queen. Into a dark world a 
dazzling angel descends, his glorious 
being illuminating the earth, and his 
great power is made known. His voice 
is heard announcing the news, “Babylon 
the great is fallen” (18:2). Lying in 
desolation and ruins, her depravity will 
be revealed. Heaven is concerned about 
any remnant that may have believed 
since the true Church was caught up, 
and God’s people are commanded to 
“come out of her.” 

While this final federated system has 
not yet materialized, nevertheless there 
seems to be good reason to believe that 
certain elements now exist which some 
day will join together and make the 
scarlet woman. Let the people of God 
today consider this and look to the Holy 
Spirit to keep them free from any link 
with apostasy and to lead them to gather 
to no other name than the name of Jesus 
Christ (2 Cor. 6:14-17). 

Three great lamentations are heard in 
Revelation 18—lamentations of kings, 
merchants, and mariners. Kings who 
shared in the fornication of the scarlet 
woman will weep. Yet for the pure and 
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undefiled Son of God no lamentation ‘of all are rejoicing (Rev. 18:20-24). Jus- 


the world was heard. Merchants will 
weep because their source of gain is 
destroyed. Mariners will wail and cry, 
for a great center of commercialism has 
perished, and their source of revenue 
is cut off. 

While sorrow and tears will fill this 
dark world, far above, in heavenly light, 


Training Nationals for Evangelization 


tice again has ascended the throne and 
championed the right. Apostles, prophets, 
martyrs, saints, elders, and living crea- 
tures will rejoice. The fountainhead of 
martyrdom has at last been judged. “So 
let all thine enemies perish, O Lord” 
(Judges 5:31). 
(To be continued) 


The challenge of mission Bible schools and seminaries 


ET’S take a test about missions. 

Psychologists have an elementary 
technique wherein they bark off a rapid- 
fire list of words and ask their subject 
to reply immediately, without thinking, 
with the first word that comes into his 
head. The person’s replies sometimes 
reveal unsuspected trends in his subcon- 
scious mind, and thus the psychologist 
is helped to analyze his problems. 

Perhaps the technique isn’t too valid. 
But let’s try a simple variation. What 
thought comes into your mind when you 
see the word “missions”? 

If you’re an average Christian, you 
probably think of “natives,” “Indian 
huts,” or maybe even “prayer letters.” 
You may come up with “saints,” or just 
the opposite. Perhaps you visualize a 
few seminaked black men under a tree, 
listening to an explanation of the word- 
less book. 

But do you come up with “school,” 
“education,” “training”? Do you think 
of missions in terms of a permanent, in- 
tensive work? Probably not. For, it 
seems that the most-neglected phase of 
missions today is the all-important job 
of preparing leaders for the national 
church of tomorrow. Somehow mis- 
sionaries have failed to pass along the 
importance of this part of the work to the 
homeland, from whence the funds must 
comie. And, as a result, the evangelical 
witness in Latin America, at least, is 


, 


moving forward too slowly to meet the ~ 


demands of a rapidly awakening world. 

Let me use the Bible Seminary of the 
Latin America Mission, Inc.,1 in Costa 
Rica as an example of the grave neces- 
sity (and thrilling possibilities) in good 
seminary training on the mission fi@ld. 
It is a small school by U.S. standards, 
but a pioneer in raising scholastic levels 
among Christian seminaries in Latin 
America. Just this year it announced a 
daring step—requiring the “bachelor’s 
degree,” somewhat comparable to a year 
beyond high school, for entrance. 

It is significant to note that, in 1953, 
only fifty-six different people contrib- 
uted as much as one dollar to the sus- 
tenance of this seminary. Only by the 
strictest economies was thesfaculty able 


1Home address: 161 Park Street, Ridgefield 
Park, N. J. 
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to finish the year. It would have broken 


your heart to sit in on some of the prayer 
meetings where missionaries begged the 
Lord to provide, through His people, the 
small amounts they needed. 

Yet, meanwhile, a student body of fifty 
promising young men and women—most 
of them absolutely unable to contribute 
toward their schooling—was receiving 
priceless instruction in the Word of God. 
One was a Mexican boy from Los An- 
geles, who had had a year of study at 
BIOLA and wanted to improve his Span- 
ish and get a firsthand look at the mis- 
sion field. But the rest were bright- 
eyed young Latin Americans from a 
variety of countries, ranging from Chile 
to Cuba. ; 

Alejandro Yabgudy, a university stu- 
dent from Venezuela, brought his wife 
and family with him to Costa Rica and 
opened a bookstore to help support 
them. Mornings, he attended the Semi- 
nary. Afternoons, he attended the uni- 
versity. Evenings, he attended church 
services, tutored Spanish students, 
studied. Sometime or other, he started 
a university discussion group about the 
Gospel. No one has ever figured out 
when he worked in his bookstore! 

But, last year, when Lorne Sanny of 
the Navigators came to the Seminary 
for a week of special meetings, Alejan- 
dro was one of those who caught a 
vision. And when he finishes his train- 
ing, he’ll go back to Venezuela to organ- 
ize young people to do that same in- 
tensive personal work the Navigators 
teach so effectively; 

Erasmo Navarette was exactly the op- 
posite. A humble Costa Rican, already 
in his late thirties, he had only been 
converted about a year when he began 
seminary. What a struggle to face text- 
books, and classroom discipline, and 
homework, after some twenty-five years 
out of school—and with only an elemen- 
tary education, at that! But Erasmo’s 
devotion to the Lord gave him such a 


‘lovable sweetness and humility that 


every one of the faculty was praying he’d 
make the grade. He did. And after 
two more years of study, Erasmo hgpes 
to become a pastor in Costa Rica. 
Several boys came from Colombia, 
S.A., where preaching the Gospel often 
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represents a real challenge to life and 
limb. Sinforiano Tamara had been a 
printer’s apprentice before he was con- 
verted, and a devout Roman Catholic 
who had chosen Jesus Christ as his par- 
ticularly favorite “saint.” When he finally 
came to know Jesus Christ as his suffi- 
cient Lord and Saviour, he became an 
ardent messenger of the Word. 

Not far from Sincelejo, where he was 
converted, Sinforiano knew of a town 
where there was no school. He’d had 
very little -schooling himself, but the 
thought of those children growing up 
without knowing the Gospel or how to 
read and write preyed on his mind. 
Finally, he took it upon himself to go 


there, open a little school, and win many” 


children and parents alike to’ the Lord. 
That incident is typical of Sinforiano’s 
“faith with feet,” in-spite of all the dan- 
gers that’Evangelicals face in Colombia 
at the present, 

Then there was Agustin Santana, who 
had come all the: way to Costa Rica from 
the Canary Islands of Spain. He was 
graduated in Novembef, and his pene- 
trating Bible studies testify to the effec- 
tive teaching he received in the Semi- 
nary. What a welcome the missionaries 
and believers in the Canary Islands gave 
to their new pastor when he arrived 
home again! 

In addition to Bible study and regular 
seminary courses, students all have pas- 
toral assignments in and around San 
Jose. This gives them the practical out- 
let that is so important for any student 
of the Word. Their witness has been 
responsible for many a changed life in 
Costa Rica, 

But most important is what they do 
after finishing their seminary course, 
Is it worth all the effort of these mis- 
sionary professors, and the twenty-five 
dollars a month that it costs to sustain 
each student? Do they remain true to 
the faith, serving their Lord full time as 
the seminary trains them to do? 

Sometime ago a survey was taken of 
these trainees. And it was found that 
an amazing percentage—sixty-five per 
cent—of all graduates are presently en- 
gaged in full-time Christian work. They 
are serving in a total of no less than 
sixteen different Latin American coun- 


tries. Imagine the impact on Latin 


America! 

Take Israel Garcia, for example. A 
Puerto Rican, he is now one of the best- 
known evangelists in Latin America, and 
has gone the length and breadth of the 
continent preaching the Gospel. Those 
who hear him feel that the Holy Spirit 
empowers him to an unusual degree, 

There is Roberto Rincon, pastor of a 
church which seats six hundred people 
in Maracay, Venezuela. There is Ro- 
berto Navarro, pastor of an active church 
in Playa de Ponce, Puerto Rico, known 
as an evangelist and a Gospel leader in 
that country. There is Rodolfo Cruz, 

(Continued on page 655) 
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, - LESSON 8. AUGUST 22. CHRISTIAN GIVING 


Acts 20:35; 1 Corinthians 16:1, 2; 2 Corinthians 8:1-9; printed text, 1 Corinthians 16:1, 2ab; 2 Corinthians 8:1-9 
Golden Text.—it is more blessed to give than. to receive.—Acts 20:35 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 
1 Cor. 16:1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, 
as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. 
2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay 
by him in store, as God hath prospered him. 


2 Cor. 8:1 Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the 
grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; 

2 How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of 
their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches 
of their liberality. 

3 For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their 
power they were willing of themselves; 

4 Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the 
gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to 
the saints. 


5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their 
own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God. 

6 Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had begun, 
so he would also finish in you the same grace also. 

7 Therefore as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and 
utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your 
love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also. 

8 I speak not by commandment, but by occasion of the 
forwardness of others, and to prove the sincerity of your love. 

9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, 
though he was rich, yet for yOur sakes he became poor, that 
ye through his poverty might be rich. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the ,Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted ‘by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


‘<4 E HAVE the poor always_with 
you,” said Jesus (Matt. 26:11), 
and the church in Jerusalem 

had them from the beginning. Right 
after Pentecost an economic situation 
arose which was met by a pooling of 
resources. Soon a more permanent 
arrangement was established for minis- 
tering to the needs of the poor, and espe- 
ciellvy the widows. It was in this con- 
nection that a new organization was set 
up, releasing the apostles from the bur- 
den of serving tables (Acts 6:1-6). Many 
hold this to be the origin of the diac- 
onate. 

This care of the poor continued to be 
a prominent feature of the early church. 
It is noticeable that when Paul sub- 
mitted to the elders at Jerusalem the 
Gospel which he preached to the Gen- 
tiles, and they gave him the hand of 
fellowship in regard to his particular 
ministry, they added the exhortation that 
he should remember the poor—“the same 
which I also was forward to do,” adds 
Paul (Gal. 2:7-10). 

The great apostle did not forget this 
responsibility. He was particularly mind- 
ful of the poor saints in Jerusalem. 
where naming the name of Christ was 
costly, often involving the loss of means 
of livelihood. When times of famine 
and depression struck, the responsibil- 
ity of the church for its poor was re- 
doubled. Remembering that “salvation 
is of the Jews” (John 4:22), Paul in- 
sisted that Gentile believers had an obli- 


gation with regard to those whose spir- - 


itual heritage they shared (Rom, 15:27). 
Thus he encouraged the Gentile churches 
to reach out a helping hand to their poor 
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brethren in Jerusalem. Indeed, he 
launched a financial campaign on their 
behalf, enlisting the services of Titus 
and others to instruct the several 
churches in this grace of liberality (2 
Cor. 8:6, 22-24). Both by letter and 
through these brethren, he instructed the 
several churches. The substance of that 
instruction we have in his Letters to the 
Corinthians. While » instructions 
concern a particular situation, there can 
be no doubt that they convey the mind 
of the Spirit concerning Christian giving 
in general, and where they have been 
followed, financial problems have been 
reduced to the vanishing point. 

It is of interest to remember that at 
the climax of this financial campaign, 
when he had carried the fruit of it to 
Jerusalem, Paul fell into the hands of 
his enemies, and a period of imprison- 
ment began, lasting for over four years. 


Verse by Verse 

1 Cor. 16:1.—‘Now concerning the col- 
lection ... as I have given orders .. 
even so do ye.” For this collection, see 
Romans 15:26 and Acts 24:17. See also 
Galatians 2:10. Paul’s instructions to 
the churches of Galatia on this matter 
were not given in the extant letter, but 
probably in a letter now lost. 

Verse 2.—“Upon the first day of the 
week ... lay by him in store, as God 
hath prospered him...” The first day 
of the week had clearly assumed a place 
of prominence in the Christian church. 
See Acts 20:7. It is not clear whether 
“in store” refers to the church treasury 

_or to setting apart a portion at home 
until the time came for bringing the 
special offering. 

2 Cor. 8:1.—“*. . . we do you to wit 
of the grace of God bestowed on the 
churches of ,Macedonia.” “Do you to 

wit” is an old expression for “inform 





you.” “Grace” here signifies the spirit 
of generosity which God had given to 
the Macedonian saints. Paul had boasted 
about the Achaians (to which group the 
Corinthians belonged) to the. Macedo- 
nians (9:2), so stirring them up to lib- 
erality. He now boasts of the Mace- 
donians to the Achaians to inspire them 
to a full effort. 

Verse 2.—“. . . the abundance of their 
joy and their deep poverty abounded 
unto the riches of their liberality.” Deep 
affliction could not quench the joy of 
these saints, nor deep poverty their sin- 
glehearted generosity. Poverty is no 
bar to liberality where the joy of the 
Lord-reigns. 

Verse 3.—“. .. beyond their power... 
willing of themselves.” They broke. the 
barrier of “what they could afford” in 
their intense eagerness to give. 

Verse 4—“Praying us ... that we 
would receive the gift .. . the minister- 
ing to the saints.” Paul seems to have 
been reluctant to accept such large 
amounts from such poor people, but they 
regarded it as a grace, a.privilege, and 
begged not to be denied. 

Verse 5.—“. . . first gave their own 
selves to the Lord, and unto us by the 
uftll of God.” The Macedonians had 
Spiritual insight to realize that God does 
not want “ours” as a substitute for our- 
selves. Saints who have given them- 
Selves to the Lord are the readiest to 
give themselves in glad co-operation in 
the service of the Lord. 

Verse 6.—*.'. . we desired’*Titus .. . 
finish in you the same grace also.” The 
actions of the Macedonians made Paul 
long to see such a manifestation of grace 
in the Corinthians, so he appointed Titus 
to this special ministry. See verses 
16, 17. 

Verse 7.—“As ye abound in every thing 
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... see that ye abound in this grace 
also.” The very wealth of “gifts” in 
the Corinthian church created its own 
problem (1 Cor. 12), requiring the ex- 
hortation of chapter 12 and the directions 
of chapter 14. Paul now e¢alls on them 
to add this further manifestation of the 
Spirit. 

Verse 8.—“I speak not by command- 
ment, but ... to prove the sincerity 
of your love.” Paul did not put giving 
on the basis of obedience to an apostolic 
command, but made it a test of love, 
with the impetus of a good example, that 
of the Macedonians. 

Verse 0.—‘“For ye know the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he 
was rich, yet for your sakes he became 
poor, that ye through his poverty might 
be rich.” The great pattern of giving is 
our Lord Himself, whose self-impover- 
ishment released the riches of grace for 
poverty-stricken sinners. 





The Heart of the Lesson 


Paul has preserved for us a statement 
by our Lord Jesus, not found in our 
Gospels: “It is more blessed to give 
than to receive” (Acts 20:35). But giv- 
ing is not an impulsive, spasmodic, irre- 
sponsible practice. There are princi- 
ples of giving taught in Scripture which 
lift it to the plane of a rational, yet spir- 
itual exercise. Some of these principles 
are set forth in this week’s lesson. 

One important lesson presented is that 
giving is not the peculiar privilege of 
the rich, but to be shafed by all. The 
Macedonians, of whom Paul boasted to 
the Corinthians, gave out of deep pov- 
erty, regarding it as no hardship to share 
their meagen resources, but finding 
supreme joy and satisfaction in it. The 
widow’s two mites (Mark 12:42) were 
more acceptable to the, Lord than the 
much displayed bounties of the rich. 
With Him it is not the amount that 
counts, but the heart and the sacrifice of 
love. ' 

Another principle of giving is that it 
begins with the giving of oneself (2 Cor. 
8:5). All the thousands bestowed on 
charities have no value to God if the 
giver withholds himself. “I -seek not 
your’s, but you,” said the Apostle Paul 
(2 Cor. 12:14). That. but echoes the 
thought of God. Surely another way 
of saying the same thing is: “Though 
I bestow all my goods to feed the poor 
. . . but have not love, it profiteth me 
nothing” (1 Cor. 13:3, A.S.V.). Where 
love is, where one gives himself first, 
there will be no doubt about the giving. 

Giving after the Christian ‘order is 
both regular and proportionate. The 
apostle suggested basing it on the weekly 
earnings, and setting aside the amount 
determined so that it would be reserved 
for the allotted purpose, and in no dan- 
ger of being absorbed in the general 
expenditure. Where the. income is 


monthly, the division will doubtless be 
made on a monthly basis. Some have 
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Last Week's Lesson 
7. August 15. — Self-Discipline for 
Growth. (Temperance.) Matthew 
16:24, 25; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; 
2 Timothy 2:3-5; Hebrews 12:1-4 
Next Week’s Lesson 
9. August 29. — Growth Through 
Christian Service. Acts 10:38; 


Galatians 6:1, 2; James 1:22, 26, 
27; 2:14-17; 1 John 3:16-18 








insisted that the phrase “in store” (1 
Cor. 16:2) refers to the treasury of the 
local church. This, however, is doubtful, 
although Paul wanted all the gathering 
of the contributions to be taken care of 
before his arrival. I have known men 
who had a separate bank account in 
which they deposited the Lord’s por- 
tion at each reckoning, and had it indi- 
cated “In trust.” It was then a matter 
of wise stewardship to make proper dis- 
tribution. 

The regular giving is as important as 
the regular laying by. Local churches, 
as well ag missionary societies, depend 
largely on the regular gifts. The occa- 
sional gifts are useful for special needs, 
no doubt, but the steady flow is the 
mainstay of the work. 

For the encouragement of “small” 
donors, I may mention that the average 
gift to the Moody Bible Institute (with 
which I have the privilege of being con- 
nected as a teacher) is $10. The steady 
flow of these small amounts keeps the 
wheels of this multiple ministry turning. 
The power is of God, 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT was the church’s first method 
\of caring for the poor among them? 


2. What situation called for the elec- 
tion of the first deacons? 


3. What exhortation did the elders at 
Jerusalem give to Paul? 


4. How did Paul justify his appeal to 
Gentile Christians to give to the poor 
Saints of Jerusalem? 


5. Whom did Paul commission to in- 
struct the churches in the grace of giv- 
ing? : 

6. What indications do we have that 
the first day of the week had come to 
have special religious significance even 
in Paul’s day? 

7. How did Paul stir the Corinthians 
to action about the “collection”? 


8. What was the measure of the giving 
of the Macedonians? 


9. What was the method of the giving 
of the Macedonians? 


10. What is the supreme pattern for 
all giving? 


n (Antwers on page 654) 





Outline of the Lesson 
1. Regular giving (1 Cor. 16:2) 
2. Sacrificial” giving (2 Cor. 8:1-3) 
3. Determined giving (v. 4) 
4. Consecrated giving (v. 5) 
5. Instructed giving (vs, 6-9) 

. 


Topics for Development 
Ways of Giving. In a sermon on 2 
Corinthians 9:7, Dr. W. H. Griffith 
Thomas listed seven ways of giving: 
1. The careless way—without thought 
or consideration. 
2. The impulsive way—on the emotion 
of the moment. 
3. The lazy way—when giving is less 
trouble than inquiring. 
4. The self-denying way—when it 
means doing without. 
5. The systematic way—decjding on a 
fixed proportion. 
6. The, equal way—giving as much as 
we spend on ourselves, 
7. The heroic way—limiting one’s ex- 
penses, and giving the rest. 
Tithing. Tithing was before the Law. 
The first mention of it is in Abraham 
(Gen. 14:20). The vow of Jacob at 
Bethel included the promise to tithe 
(Gen. 28:22). Jacob may have got the 
idea from Abraham, but where did 
Abraham get it?’ When the nation Is- 
rael was formed, tithing became the basis 
of religious giving, but when all offer- 
ings were added, the total more nearly 
approached one fifth, and perhaps more. 
New Testament giving is not a neces- 
sity of Law, but there can ‘be no growth 
in grace without it, and the more we 
grow in grace, the more delightful will 
giving become. In the light of our Lord’s 
commendation of the widow’s gift of two 
mites, and still more in face of such a 
statement as 2 Corinthians 8:9, there 
ought to be no hesitancy in beginning 
with a tenth, and then pushing it up as 
the Lord has prospered us. A man who 
gives ten thousand dollars out of his 
annual income of one hundred thousand 
is not giving proportionately to the man 
who gives one hundred dollars out of 
his one~thousand. We are generally 
more anxious to have our worldly ap- 
pointments keep pace With our income 
than to have our giving keep step. With 
eternity in view, that is poor business. 


Practical Applications 

Our giving is a measure of our recog- 
nition of the Lordship of Christ. Does 
your giving proclaim Him Lord? 

Our giving is a representative activ- 
ity in the total stewardship of life. Does 
your giving mark you as a faithful 
steward? 

Our giving is an expression of our 
love for God. Does your giving suggest 
that you love Him with all your heart, 
and soul, and strength? 

Our giving is a criterion of our evalu- 
ation of the Kingdom of God. Does your 
giving offer an evidence that you “seek 
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. , . first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness’’? 

Our giving betrays the extent of our 
coficern for the souls of men. How much 
concern does your giving indicate? 
Golden Text 

Acts 20:35.—“. . . It is more blessed 
to give than to receive.” Here is a state- 
ment of the Lord not found in the four 
Gospels, but preserved for us in Paul’s 
farewell address to the elders of the 
Church at Ephesus. Like other state- 
ments of His, it is accepted as a mag- 
nificent ethic, but rarely applied in prac- 
tice. Why not put it to the test of action? 

ELmMuurstT, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesteD HyMNs 
“Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” 
“We Give Thee But Thine, Own” 
“Thy Life Was Given far Me” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Heavenly Father, from whom comes 
every good and perfect gift, we rejoice 
in Thine overflowing kindness toward 
us, and bring Thee our praise for Thy 
gracious goodness. Open to us Thy truth, 


. things. 


SATISFYING FRUIT 
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and help us to live by Thy Word in all 
Guide us this new week ahd 
make our lives a blessing to many, Pros- 
per the faithful teaching-and preaching 
of the Gospel in lands where few know 
Christ. Turn the ungodly of our land 
from sin and unbelief, sending a wave 
of revival blessing over all the country. 
Bless the sick and afflicted with such 
healing and help as may be best for 
them. May Thy Kingdom come and Thy 
will be done on earth as in Heaven, 
Cleanse us from our sins, and forgive 
all our transgression, leading us. into 
lives of growing usefulness to our Sav- 
jour. We ask all in His name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—It is people who 
feel they owe the Lord Jesus a debt they 
can never repay who give as the Mace- 
donians of whom we have studied today. 
They first gave themselves to the Lord. 
Have you so felt your indebtedness to 
Christ that you have said, “Here, Lord, 
I give myself away, ‘tis all that I can 
do”? A visitor in a home where there 
was a precious two-year-old laddie 
longed to pick him up and Hold him in 
her arms, but his shyness kept him at 
a distance. One day he came closer 
than usual and shyly held out a toy to 
the visitor. “That’s sweet,” she said, 


































“The collection for the saints.” ( 1 cor. 16:1) 
“See that ye ABOUND in 
this grace (GIVING) also.”(2cor.8:7) 
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“but I want you.” And so does our 
Lord. He values what we may do for 
Him and the money we give for His 
cause, but He longs most for ourselves, 
And that is what we delight to give 
Him when we deeply feel our debt to 
Him. 

Then, too, those Macedonians gave 
far more than Paul expected or thought 
they could afford, because of their over- 
flowing love.to Christ. One Sunday, in 
the Solomon Islands, a special offering 
was received from a gathering of native 
Christians and the generosity of their 
giving was amazing. One man who gave 


ut OUT T0 Give MORE 


forty pounds was asked, “Can you af- 
ford to give that?” He replied, “I can- 
not afford not to give. What should we 
have had to give apart from the Gospel 
of our Saviour? What have we that we 
have not received from Him?” That 
man knew what a difference Christ had 
made in his life. Faced with an oppor- 
tunity to give to His Saviour, he felt he 
could not afford not to give. 

Pray for a more vivid realization of 
your debt to Christ. Then ‘the giving 
of yourself first and your time, talent, 
strength, and money as well, will follow 
generously because we love to give to 
those we deeply love. 


Catcary, AtTA., CAN. 
7 
we 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olsbn 


“Now concerning the collection for the 
saints .. .” (1 Cor. 16:1),—It is virtually 
impossible for Romanists to fulfill this 
exhortation, for all the persons whom 
they recognize as saints have died, and 
have been canonized, and are believed 
to be in Heaven. There certainly is no 
need of taking collections on earth for 
persons in Heaven.:- 

The man who became Pope Pius X 
died in 1914, but was not made a saint 
until May 29 this year, according to news 
from Rome; but sinhers of Adam’s race 
are called “saints” upon placing personal 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 
1:2). And such saints can experience 
adverse circumstances and have need of 
financial assistance. 

It is clear from verse 3 of our chapter 
that the apostle has the saints at Jeru- 
salem in mind while giving this exhorta- 














tion. See also Acts 11:29; Romans 15:26; 


Galatians 2:10. 

There are always those among us to 
whom we can minister, such as the poor, 
the suffering, the widows, the orphans, 
the handicapped, plus the Lord’s serv- 
ants at home and abroad. 

There is a touching story told in Ste- 
venson’s “Praying and Working,” about 
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a little child in the orphanage of Johann 
Falk at Weimar, Germany. They were 
having supper in the dining hall, and the 
teacher gave thanks as usual, saying, 
“Come, Lord Jesus, and be our Guest 
tonight, and bless the mercies which 
Thou hast provided.” One little boy 
looked up and said: “Teacher, you al- 
ways ask the Lord Jesus to come, but 
He never comes. Will He ever come?” 
“Oh, yes; if you will only hold on in 
faith, He will be sure to come.” 

“Very well,” said the boy, “I will set 
a chair for Him beside me here tonight, 
to be ready when He comes.” And so 
the meal proceeded. By-and-by there 
came a rap at the door, and there was 
ushered in a poor, half-frozen appren- 
tice. He was warmed and then invited 
to partake of the meal. And where 
should he sit but in the chair which 
the lad had provided! And as he sat 
down, the little boy looked up and with 
a light in his eye said, “Teacher, I see 
it now! The Lord Jesus was not able to 
come Himself, and He sent this poor man 
in His place.” 

“.. every one... lay by him... as 
God hath prospered him ,.. .” (1 Cor. 
16:2).—On the first day of the week, 
which was the memorial of the resurrec- 
tion of the Lord Jesus, everyone was 
to “put aside and store up something 
in proportion” as God had prospered 
him. Then there would be another first 
day of the week, when these “hoards” 
(as Arthur Way calls them) would be 
collected, because this special collection 
was to be over by the time the apostle 
arrived on the scene. 

There are principles here which are 
applicable to believers today. Each of 
us should lay aside something of that 
which we receive. It should be in pro- 
portion to the way the Lord has pros- 
pered us. 

In Numbers 18:21 there is a tithe from 
all Israel for the Levites; in Deuter- 
onomy 12:6 there is a second tithe to be 
eaten before the Lord in the place of 
His choice; and in Deuteronomy 14:28, 
29 there is even a third tithe mentioned. 
This would indicate that with increased 
prosperity in the land, whilé*Israel was 
under the Law, there would be “an en- 
larged outlet for the affections of the 
people toward the Lord and toward 
each other.” 

If there were this periodic storing in 
the Lord’s box at home, we could give 
Him cheerfully of His own, as oppor- 
tunities presented themselves, 

A certain Christian who was taught to 
give proportionately practiced it for 
thirty years, then: said, “In all these 
thirty years, I have never seen the day 
when I was tempted for a moment to 
return to the old spasmodic, haphazard 
method of~giving to the Lord.” 

“Praying us ... that we would re- 
ceive the gift .. .” (2 Cor. 8:4).—The 
Macedonian saints were magnificent 
givers. They gave liberally while they 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


were experiencing a great trial of afflic- 
tion, and while they were in deep pov- 
erty. And they gave what the apostle 
thought was beyond their limit to give. 
It was not necessary for the apostle 
to beseech them to give. They prayed 
him for the privilege of sharing in such 
a service to God’s people. 

Sometimes those who are not ac- 
quainted with this portion of Scripture 
refuse the gifts of the poor and afflicted 
saints. When the money which a shut-in 
had contributed was returned to her, she 
brokenheartedly exclaimed, “What! Am 
I to be denied the privilege of giving, 
because I cannot get out to worship!” 

“. . first gave their own selves to 
the Lord .. .” (2 Cor. 8:5).—The Lord, 
in a unique way, “hath given himself 
for us”; and, these dear saints of Mace- 
donia, in their way, gave themselves 
to the Lord, and to the apostle; hence it 
was consistent for them, even in their 
trying circumstances to give their gifts 
of material things. They truly believed 
the Lord’s words that “it is more blessed 
to give than to receive.” 


“... he was rich, yet for your sakes 
he became poor...” (2 Cor. 8:9).—This 
verse has often been effectively used to 
prove the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
In a past eternity He was rich in every 
sense of the word. On earth He became 
so poor that, prophetically, He could 
say, “I am a worm, and no man; a re- 
proach of men, and despised of the peo- 
ple” (Psa, 22:6). The depths of His 
poverty are reached when He cries, “My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?” By His poverty, His death, buritl, 
and resurrection all believers have been 
enriched. We are blessed with all spir- 
itual blessings in the heavenlies in Him! 
Now: 

We all can do more than we have done, 

And not be a whit the worse; 


It never was loving that emptied the heart 
Or giving that emptied the purse! 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, we come now to one of 

the great paradoxes in God’s Word, 
something like this: The more you give 
(to God), the more you have. It does 
not sound logical, but it is true. I know 
by experience, as well as by the Word, 
I never knew what it was to be out of 
debt until I began to pay to God one- 
tenth of my income, and I never knew 
the real satisfaction of giving until it 
éame out of the nine-tenths I had left. 
It seemed to me quite impracticable to 
start tithing until I paid up all my debts. 
Indeed, I tried to persuade myself that 
it would not be honest.’ Instead of get- 
ting out of debt I got deeper in debt. 
Then I heard the suggestion that God 
was my first creditor and was worthy 
of the first consideration. I “took the 
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bull by the horns” and began tithing 
when it looked like financial suicide, 
but I saturated the action with Malachi 
3:10 and prayer; and, believe me, it re- 
quired both, for it was tough sledding 
the first three months. en “the win- 
dows of heaven” began to open, and I 
have never had any money worries since. 
That was more than forty years ago. 
I paid up all debts in full with interest, 
and some of them were five years old. 
I began living within my income, which 
had surprisingly increased, and not long 
afterward I was able to double my tithe, 

The relief and joy experienced in get- 
ting out of debt and getting on a cash 
“pay as you go” basis, great as it was, 
did not compare with the delightful new 
sense of partnership with God, the sat- 
isfaction of giving for His sake, which 
ean come only after paying Him the 
tithe which is due. 

I wish I had the space here, fellows, 
to tell you the whole story. It reads 
like a thrilling romance. I was amazed 








Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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to discover that this thing called money 
has a marvelous spiritual value which 
can be appreciated and appropriated only 
when a fellow recognizes that it belongs 
to God and that we are just God’s stew- 
ards entrusted with the handling of it. 
Tithing is the tangible acknowledgment 
of that gracious relationship. 

It is wonderful how God in His infinite 
wisdom rewards tithing in various ways. 
He does not always give large financial 
returns—but certainly He gives enough. 
Some people could not stand becoming 
wealthy. He knows. In any event there 
is a spiritual blessing which far exceeds 
the temporal—the tither himself being 
the judge will say so. But to some 
who can be trusted as faithful stewards 
of wealth He gives back largely in money 
and property. William Colgate, the 
great soap manufacturer, tithed the fifst 
dollar he ever earned, driving a mule 
towing a canal barge. Likewise it is 
said of John Wanamaker, Henry Crowell, 
and H. J. Heinz (of “57 varieties”). 
These and many others who have be- 
come captains of industry were faithful 
in their stewardship; but none of these 
could have greater satisfaction than that 
which is enjoyed by the faithful tither 
of a smal] income. 

Someone said that God values the gift, 
not by its size or amount, but by what 
the giver has left. Our Lord saw a poor 
widow putting two mites into the Tem- 
ple treasury, along with the rich who 
were making large gifts, “and he called 
unto him his disciples, and saith unto 
them, Verily I say ‘unto you, That this 
poor widow hath cast more in, than all 
they which have cast into the treasury: 
for all they did cast in of their abun- 
dance; but she of her want did cast in 
all that she had, even all her living” 
(Mark 12:43, 44). 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Glass of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
Joy In GIVING 


ET’S begin our lesson today by mem- 

orizing the Golden Text, “Remember 
the words of the Lord Jesus, how he 
said, It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.” It is the last half of verse 35 
in the twentieth chapter of Acts. Study 
silently, and, as soon as you 4re ready 
to say it, put up your hand. Good. We 
all learned it in less than five minutes! 
The next thing is to remember it, and 
then practice it. 

The Lord Jesus was God, so every- 
thing He said was authoritative. But 
He was also man, and the account of His 
earthly life is a record of unwearied 
giving. Name some. of the things that 
Jesus gave. (Sight to the blind, hearing 
to the deaf, healing to the sick, life to 
the dead, forgiveness to the sinful, food 
to the hungry, His life for sinners.) 
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You have listed seven different things. 
If you had named gach occasion sep- 
arately, as, life to Jairus’ daughter, life 
to the widow’s son, and life to Lazarus, 
the list would have been much longer. 
Then there are many more blessings 
Jesus gave, such as, cOurage to the fear- 
ful, assurance to the doubting, and so on. 
If we listed everything Jesus gave to 
anyone, which is recorded in the Gos- 
pels, it would take a long time. Turn 
to the last verse of John’s Gospel. Who- 
ever finds it first may read it aloud. 
We may be sure that a large percentage 
of the unwritten things which Jesus did 
were “givings.” He never performed 
one miracie for Himself. Everything 
was for others. 

Now think of anything you can re- 
member that was ever given to Jesus. 
(Perfume, twice; a little boy’s lunch; 
maybe a pillow, that time He was asleep 
in a boat.) Can you think of any more? 
This list is certainly short. In the life 
of Jesus there was certainly more giving 
than receiving. And He says that is the 
more blessed part, 

Read 1 Corinthians 16:1, 2. Girls, let 
us be among those who lay aside their 
money for the Lord’s work without any 
special urging from someone else. It is 
enough that this is written in the Word 
of God. 

One of the girls who used to be in 
this Sunday school always brought one- 
tenth of whatever she earned to the 
offering here. When she went away to 
work elsewhere, she attended a church 
service there. She decided to give a 
tenth to the Lord’s work in that com- 
munity, but she continued sending a 
tenth here. How much did she give all 
together? (One fifth.) Right, and she 
said she never missed it! It seemed 
as if the Lord always prospered her. 
Today she is serving the Lord in Africa. 
I am sure she tells the Christian natives 
to “remember the words of the Lord 
Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed 
to give than to receive.” 

Our other Scripture today is 2 Corin- 
thians 8:1-4. What a beautiful and un- 
usual picture we get here! The churches 
of Macedonia, composed of poverty- 
stricken Gentiles, gave more than they 
could afford, to help the Jewish Chris- 
tians who were suffering from famine! 
Picture the scene: these shabby, hungry- 
looking Christians bringing a large sum 
to the Apostle Paul, asking that it be 
used for relief in Judea, and Paul shak- 
ing his head, saying, “You can’t afford 
to give so much.” 

Macedonian Christians: “Oh, we want 
to give this! The Lord’s people in 
Judea are worse off than we are.” 

‘Paul:) “Keep at least half for your- 
selves. You suffer from cold and hun- 
ger, too.” 

Macedonians: “Please take it all, 
Paul. We gave it to the Lord. What 
we endure is nothing to what Christ 
suffered for us. We want to show Him 
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that we love Him, and we want to help 
those dear Christians in Judea. Do take 
it all.” So Paul did. 

This conversation is only imaginary, 
but it agrees with the fact, because Paul 
says that the Macedonians prayed them 
“with much entreaty” that they would 
receive the gift. Paul must have re- 
fused at first, or they would not have 
had to beg him to take the money. 

Did you notice this phrase in 2 Corin- 
thians 8:2, “the abundance of their joy”? 
People who give like that have a joy 
that stingy folks never know. I'm quite 
sure the Macedonian Christians would 
have ‘told us in a minute, “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” 

Read 2 Corinthians 8:4-9. See how 
graciously Phul asks the Corinthians to 
grow in the grace of giving. He urges 
them to do this first, because the much 
poorer Macedonians had set them such 
a fine example. Second, he urges them 
to do it to prove the sincerity of their 
love. 
Finally, he urges them to do it be- 
cause of the example of the Lord Jesus. 
He was rich in Heaven, with everything 
that could be desired, yet for our sakes 
He left it all and came to earth, know- 
ing that here He would be poorer than 
any of us. Remember, He was born in 
a manger. Remember, He said, “Foxes 
have holes, and the birds of the air have 
nests; but the Son of man hath not where 
to lay his head” (Matt, 8:20). Remem- 
ber that He said, “Shew me a penny,” in- 
stead of taking one out of His pocket. 

Because the Lord Jesus was willing 
to leave all the riches of Heaven and 
become poor for our sakes, surely the 
least we can do is to bring our offerings 
to Him on the first day of the week 
without waiting for someone to remind 
us! And the more we bring to the Lord, 
the more joy we will find in Him. Those 
who give generously can testify to the 
fact that it’is “more blessed to give than 
to receive,” ° 

veepens, WASH. 


For Junior Teachers 
* By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Giving Our Best (2 Cor. 8:1-5) 

ERE come our Christian racers! 
Let’s check up on the scoreboard 

and see how well we are doing. (Re- 
view the significance of each letter on 
the measuring stick, and allow pupils, 
who will, to comment on their own 
progress.) Today our coach gives us 
another exercise to make us grow strong, 
But first let me teli you about the 
Christians in three places. (Have on 
the blackboard a rough outline of 
Greece, Macedonia, Asia Minor, and Pal- 
estine, using a map of Paul’s journeys.) 
Here at Jerusalem was the first Christian 
church. (Print JERUSALEM vertically 
in large capitals.) Twenty-five years 
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had passed since the Holy Spirit came. 
There had been years of famine and 
poor crops. (Print FAMINE across 
JERUSALEM, using the same A.) Many 
Christians could not.get work from their 
Jewish neighbors. They were very poor. 
(Print POOR, using the R of JERUSA- 
LEM.) Where would they get food and 
clothes? 

During these years Paul had been tell- 
ing people in other lands about the Lord 
Jesus. A church was started in Philippi 
in Macedonia. The people were perse- 
cuted for their faith. (Print PHILIPPI 
vertically, then print PERSECUTED 
across, using the first P in PHILIPPI.) 
Remember how Paul and Silas were put 
in prison there, and sang praise to God? 
The Christians were very, very happy 
to be God’s children. (Print HAPPY, 
using the H of PHILIPPI.) Though they 
were poor (print POOR, using a P of 
PHILIPP), when they heard about the 
hard times of the Christians in Jerusa- 
lem, and that some of the churches were 
going to send money, they wanted to 
help, too. All the week, I suppose, they 
kept thinking how wonderful it was to 
be a Christian, and how hard for those 
other dear Christians in Jerusalem not 
to have enough to eat. They ate just a 
little less themselves that week. And 
I imagine the next Sunday they brought 
what they had saved. “Oh, Paul, here 
is some money for those Christians in 
Jerusalem!” “But you need it your- 
selves.” “Oh, no, please take it. We 
want to have a share in helping those 
Christians.” (Print GIVING, using the 
last I of PHILIPPI.) 

Down here in Corinth was a large 
church with many rich people. (Print 
RICH, using the R of CORINTH.) They 
started to give some money, but then 
forgot about the poor people across the 
sea in a far-away land. One day a let- 
ter was read in church (read from a 
scroll): “Brothers, we want you to know 
about God’s grace shown in the churches 
of Macedonia. Though they are being 
tested by much trouble, they are very 
happy, and very poor. It has made them 
rich in giving. I tell you they gave 
what they could and more, gladly. They 
begged us over and over for the oppor- 
tunity to have a share in this help for 
the Christians. Not as we hoped, but 
first they gave themselves to the Lord 
and to us by God's will.” 

Jane will tell us how the Lord Jesus 
gave (2 Cor. 8:9); Sam, how a very poor 
woman gave (Luke 21:1-4); Don and 
Patty, how we should give (1 Cor. 16:2; 
2 Cor. 9:7). How much of your allow- 
ances will you share to help other 
Christians? Every time you buy candy, 
gum, or ice cream, will you put just as 
much in the sharing box? In five weeks 
how much do you suppose we will have? 

Teacher, be ready with some definite 
object of giving connected with the 
church. On the measuring stick print 
S for Share (or Gi for Give with an o 
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The name of our organization describes our program. 
The prayerful support of Christian friends enables 

us to take spiritual and material help to needy, heart- 


hungry Jews in this and other lands. 
PRAY FOR US. 


The Friends of Israel Missionary and Relief Society, Inc 
728S WITHERSPOON BUILDING, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 




















INVESTING YOUR MONEY 
IN TIMES LIKE THESE 


to bring you a safe, generous, assured lifetime income 


A free booklet tells you how, under a remarkable 
time-tested Annuity Plan, you can obtain a safe, 
generous, lifelong income that never changes, never 
fails through good times or bad—while at the same 
time your money helps in the vital work of distrib- 
uting the Bible throughout the world. For full de- 
tails, write THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 
Dept. $8712, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 

















827 Delawore Avenue 


Buffalo Bible Institute 


Buffalo 9, New York 









Trained Ambassadors ... 


—are still wanted in the Service of the King. In these 
‘days of end-time apostasy, B.B.I. is maintained expressly 
to train un people to meet the present 
acute shortage of Bible-believing missi ies, p \ 
teachers and directors of Christian Education. 
Opportunities for practical work are unexcelled. The 
elegant home of the Institute is centrally located in one 
of the finer residential districts. 

For full information regerding curriculum, 

tuition and support, write for ) FR at new 

Catalog direct to Desk T 


5 Lobby and Grand Staircase. 
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OCTOBER 23-31 


and 7:30 p.m. 
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Handbook of 
Practical Aids for 


Witnessing 
to Jews 


By Milton B. Lindberg 
Every Christian should 
have “Inten: 
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BIRTHS - DEATHS - WEDDINGS 
SICKNESS - CONVALESCERCE 
GRADUATIONS - ANNIVERSARIES 


‘A PERNT APECE - MOCIMUM QUANTITY 75 POSTPAID 









Box 888, Akron 9%, Ghio 











PRACTICAL CHRISTIAN LIVING 


by 
Lieut.-Gen. William K. Harrison, Jr. 


An ideal pamphlet to mail to young men 
and women in the armed forces or to 
hand out to service men or to make 
available at USO centers. 








24-page pamphlet for 10 cents 
50 cents for six — 90 cents for twelve — 
$3.50 for fifty — $6.00 for one hundred 
All prices postpaid 





The Sunday School Times Company 
$25, N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


NEGRO PREACHERS 


need and welcome sound Bible training. God 
is making a mighty impact on Nege churches 
through Carver trained pastors. Will you ask 
some prayer group to remember this work? 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 














Talmage Payne, Director . 
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_ longs to Him, and of which He has made 





after the G of two weeks ago). You can 
find a folding mite box to use as a pat- 
tern so that the children can each make 
one of cardboard. Decorate with the 
Memory Verse, “It is more blessed to 
Bive than to receive” (Acts 20:35). Bible 
readings may be: the Corinthian refer- 
ences already given, and 2 Corinthians 
9:15; Matthew 19:21; Luke 6:38; Proverbs 
19:17. 
Orono, MAINE. 
te 


‘The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for-submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Remedy for Boredom—It is more 
blessed to give than to receive (Acts 20: 
35, Golden Text). Mr. Spurgeon met a 
Piedmontese nobleman of Turin, who 
had been dying of ennui whén he hap- 
pened to find a remedy which changed 
the whole course of his life. He said: 
“I was weary of life, and after such a 
day as few have known afid none would 
wish to remember, I was hurrying along 
a street to the river. I felt a sudden 
check, and turned to behold a little boy, 
who had: caught the skirt of my cloak 
in his anxiety to gain my notice. His 
look and manner were irresistible, as 
he said, ‘There are six of us, and we 
are dying for want of food.’ I said to 
myself, ‘Why should I not relieve this 
wretched family? I have the means, and 
it will not delay me many minutes. But 
what if it does?’ The scene of misery 
he conducted me to I cannot describe. 
I threw them my purse, and their burst 
of gratitude overcame me; it filled my 
eyes, and went as cordial to my heart. 
‘I will call again tomorrow!’ I cried. Fool 
that I was to think of leaving a world 
where such pleasure was to be had, and 
so cheaply!” And Mr. Spurgeon, who 
tells the incident, prays, “May many a 
reader of these lines of the true romance 
of London find ‘such a relief for all 
hypochondriacal and dyspeptic sorrows!” 
—From the Illustrator. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. , 


Nothing To Give?—As God hath pros- 
pered him (1 Cor. 16:2). One day a little 
girl told me she was going to give her 
father a pair of slippers on his birthday. 
“Where will you get your money?” I 
asked. She opened her eyes like saucers, 
and said, “Why, Father will give me the 
money!” And just for half a minute 
I was silent, as I thought the dear man 
would buy his own birthday present. 
And the father loved his little girl for 
her gift, although he had to pay for it. 
She had not anything in the world that 
he had not givem her. You have not 
anything of your own to give to God. 
You can give Him back only what be- 
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you a steward for a short time-—From 
the Rey. Kingscote Greenland, in the 
Free Churchman. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. Prize illustratian. 


Taking Away Her Comfort.—To their 
power ... they were willing of them- 
selves (2 Cor. 8:3). A man in a church 
regularly gave five dollars a week for its 
support. A poor widow was also a mem- 
ber of the same church. She supported 
herself and her six children by taking 
in washings. She was as regular as the 
much wealthier member in making her 
offering of a small amount each week, 
which was all she could spare from her 
scant earnings. One day the rich man 
came to the minister and suggested that 
the poor widow ought not to pay anything, 
offering to pay the amount she gave each 
week for her. The pastor called to tell 
her of the offer in a considerate manner. 
Tears came to the woman’s eyes as she 
said: “Do they want to take from me 
the comfort I experience in giving to the 
Lord? Think how much Iowe Him! My 
health is good, my children keep well, 
and I receive so many blessings that I 
feel I couldn’t live if I did not make my 
little offering to Jesus each week.”— 
From the Expositor. Sent by W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


When To Begin Influencing a Child.— 
They ... first gave their own selves to 
the Lord (2 Cor. 8:5). A mothers’ meet- 
ing was discussing the question, “How 
early in a child’s life ought one to seek 
to influence that life to accept Jesus as 
Saviour and Lord?” Many views, vari- 
ant but vital, were expressed. The pre- 
siding mother, observing that a visiting 
gray-haired grandmother, though evi- 
dently much interested did not share in 
the discussion, invited her viewpoint. 
The aged visitor rose and made this ar- 
resting reply: “I'll tell you when I be- 
gan to influence my daughter Christ- 
ward. I began twenty years before she 
was born, by giving myself to the sav- 
ing and keeping power of Jesus Christ.” 
—From a convention address by Mrs. * 
Mary, Foster Bryner. Sent by J. B. 
Dengis, Hamilton, Ont., Can, 


What They Had Lost.—Therefore as 
ye abound in every thing, in faith, and 
utterance, and knowledge, and in all 
diligence, and in your love to us, see 
that ye abound in this grace also (2 Cor. 
8:7). An aged couple in the vicinity 
of London was asked for a donation for 
a worthy Christian cause. The wife was 
prone to make an excuse by telling her 
husband that by becoming Christians 
they had lost a lot of money by con- 
tributing to Christian work. The hus- 
band replied: “Yes, Mary, we have lost 
a deal by our religion. I lost an old 
slouch hat, a patched old coat, and 
mended shoes. I lost a habit of getting 
drunk and quarreling with you. I lost 
a burdened conscience and a wicked 
heart and ten thousand guilty feelings 
and fears; all are lost, completely lost, 
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est sea. And, Mary, you have been a 
loser, too, though not as great a loser 
as I. Before we got religion you had 
a washing-tray in which you washed for 
hire. God blessed your industry, but 
since we got religion and I got a job 
you lost your wasHing-tray. You lost 
that old gown and bonnet, much worse 
for wear though you had to wear them 
because they were all you had. And 


. you lost many an aching heart concern- 


ing me, too, although you lost them hap- 
pily. Yes, Mary, our losses are our most 
weighty obligations to the goodness of 
Almighty God. We will continue to ex- 
press our gratitude by supporting His 
cause.”—From “Anecdotes 1876.” Sent 
by Mrs. Herman L. Robertson, High 
Point, N. C. 


Why Not a One-Way Life Journey?— 
I speak ... by occasion of the forward- 
ness of others, and to prove the sincerity 
of your love (2 Cor. 8:8). Readers may 
recall that William L. Laurence, in “The 
Hell Bomb,” says of the “rigged” (co- 
balt) bomb, that “its use, even in small 
numbers, would ruin large segments of 
the earth for years.” It seems that the 
Alma Ata area deep in Siberia is the 
secret and completely closed area where 
advance work is being done on this 
bomb. This authority adds: “To the 
best of our’ knowledge no worker who 
is allocated to this area is ever allowed 
to return.” To every such worker it is 
a one-way ride—for life. Whether by 
choice or by compulsion, they go. Let 
us Christians hang our heads in shame. 
Communism calls for a passionate con- 
secration to a fool’s paradise, while we 
Christians often give Christ only a care- 
fully measured first mile—From the 
Prairie Overcomer. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, Axtell, Kans. 


Christ Came To Live With and Die 
For the Ungodly—For ye know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, 
though he was rich, yet for your sakes 
he became poor, that ye through his 
poverty might be rich (2 Cor. 8:9). A 
city missionary was one day visiting 
one of the lowest and most degraded 
courts in London, and a woman said 
something like this to him: “You say 
you care for,us, and are anxious about 
us; but it is a very easy thing for you 
to come from your clean, quiet homes 
just to visit us. Would you come and 
bring your family, and live in this court, 
expose yourself to all these evils day 
by day, in order to lift us up?” The 
missionary felt he had hardly enough 
love for that. But Jesus ‘dwelt with 
sinners, ate, and drank with them, as 
well as died tg save them.—From the 
Presbyterian. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, 
Richmond, Kans, 

w 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday: School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 





and like a millstone cast into the deep- 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


N ONE of our local church bulletin 
boards this week, there is a most 
thought-provoking sign. It reads: “We 
can give without loving. But we cannot 
love without giving.” This, then, is the 
basis for our lesson today. Because the 
Lord Jesus has redeemed us, because 
we enjoy His great salvation, because 
we love Him, we want to give to Him. 
Some time ago I was quite surprised 
to hear a pastor say that the Bible has 
more to say about giving than it has 
to say about soul-wirmming. In prepar- 
ing for this lesson I was startled to read 
Dr. Wilbur M. Smith’s finé comment: 
“Frankly, there is more about money 
in the teaching of Christ than there is 
about His atonement, though His atone- 
ment is far more important. There is 
more about money in Paul’s two letters 
to-Timothy than' there is about the res- 
urrection of Christ, though the resur- 
rection is far more important.” Also 
he writes: “It is amazing how much 
space the Apostle Paul assigns to this 
matter of giving in the Corinthian Epis- 
tles. In addition to other passages, all 
of chapters eight and-nine of this sec- 
ond Epistle are exclusively devoted to 
this matter, thirty-nine verses, almost 
one-sixth of the Epistle.” 

This lesson on Christian giving is, 
therefore, extremely important. The 
Primary teacher is molding life pat- 
terns for her boys and girls. How she 
teaches the matter of giving to her chil- 
dren now may well determine how they 
will give to the Lord throughout their 
whole lives. Take prayerful care in 
presenting this important truth today 
and every Lord’s Day. Most boys and 
girls have money they have earned or 
received as gifts. (One article records 
that in America in one year they bought 
twenty million dollars’ worth of bubble 
gum!) Let us teach them the lasting 
joy of giving to the Lord and to His 
work. 

Offering time each week can and should 
be made a worshipful experience, And it 
should be made interesting, of course. 
Your children would dearly love a fas- 
cinating flash-card story. Easily pre- 
pared, it is the sort of thing the children 
will ask to see again and again. Using 
true stories that you know, and cutting 
pictures from magazines, you can illus- 
trate your lesson effectively. A dozen 
Such stories have been prepared and 
illustrated and can be purchased from 
your local Christian supply store, or 
from the publishers, International Child 
Evangelism Fellowship; Box 637, Paeific 
Palisades, Calif. They are called, “Learn- 
ing To Give the Bible Way,” price, $2.80. 
Use one a week at offering time. Let 
the children themselves review the 
stories using the flash cards. 

Impress upon the children that true 
giving is not putting in a nickel or dime 
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anthem work and evangelistic music. Friday night 


rehearsal. Morning ae Sunday. Salary 
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that Mother or Daddy has handed them 
to put into the plate. But. rather it is 
giving some of their very own money. 
There is no room for pride in giving. 
The child who gives a quarter dare not 
be allowed to feel that he is someone 
special because he has given more than 
others. The Lord Jesus Himself said 
that the widow who gave only two mites 
had given more than they all! Nor 
should the child give because he must. 
The Lord loveth a cheerful giver, re- 
member. 

Set clearly before your children the 
Apostle Paul’s teaching about giving as 
recorded in our assigned lesson today. 
He gives three rules for us in 1 Corin- 
thians 16:2:: (1) We are to give our 
offering on the Lord’s Day; (2) Each 
one is to give; (3) The gifts are to be 
proportionate to the means of the giver. 

Stress the truth that it is “more blessed 
to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). 
Let the children get in on the blessing 
that God promises to those who give 
of their own substance to Him (Mal. 
3:10). Do not underestimate the chil- 
dren’s ability to give. They can—and 
will—surprise you! (Children in our 
Good News Clubs in eastern Pennsyl- 
vania this past season gave almost $9,000 
to foreign missions!) Teach well this 
lesson on the grace of giving. 

Note: If you are using the “Learning 
To Grow the Bible Way” series, this day 
you will use Lesson 12, emphasizing, of 
course, the part of the ‘lesson that deals 
with giving. 

LANCASTER, Pa, 

w 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 647) 

1. Pooling their resources (Acts 2:44, 
45). 

2. A dispute ove? the distribution of 
the fellowship fund of the church (Acts 
6:1-6). This view, of course, is not uni- 
versally held. 

3. To remember the poor (Gal. 2:10). 

4. See Romans 15:27. 

5. Titus, and two others unnamed (2 
Cor. 8:6, 18, 22, 23). 


6: It was apparently the day of gather- 
ing together “to break bread” (Acts 20: 
7), and it was the day that Paul ap- 
pointed for setting apart God’s portion 
(1 Cor, 16:2). 


7. By boasting to them about the great 
liberality of the Macedonians. 


8. “Beyond their power” (2 Cor. 8:3). 


9. They “first gave their own selves,” 
and then gave eagerly, joyfully (2 Cor. 
8:5, 2). 


10. Christ Himself (2 Cor. 8:9). 


Ex_muurst, ILL. 
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Children 1 at Home 


Yusufu's Victory 
5 By Amelia O. Stott 


USUFU lay in the hot sunshine out- 

side his African hut. Alas, he was 
a lame boy, because a disease had left 
his legs useless when he was a few 
years old. Now he was a burden upon 
his poor widowed mother, and things 
were getting worse, so that she could 
hardly feed her young family. 

Yusufu had to crawl around as best 
he could, but, happily, his arms and 
hands had became remarkably strong. 
He did all he could in the home, but it 
troubled him because he could not work 
in the fields. 

“Ma,” he said one day to his mother, 
“I have made up my mind to get to 
the nearest white man’s school to see 
if they could ‘give me a job to do. I 
want so much to read books, and maybe 
I could earn enough to pay for my food.” 

His mother sighed, but she was in 
debt, and feared they might be forced 
to leave the village and become beggars, 
and, of course, Yusufu, in his helpless- 
ness, was another worry. 

“My son, it will be a long way for 
you to go, and I wonder how you can 
manage it. I know you have always 
wanted to read books, so perhaps the 
white people might be willing to help. 
They have much money, I know, and 
they say they are always kind to sick 
and needy folk. They can even cure 
the blind and lame with their white 
magic medicine. 

“Then, Ma, if that is so, I must try 
at all costs to get to them. I can crawl 
along pretty fast, you know, for they 
call me ‘the Caterpillar’ here in the 
village. I may perhaps meet with some- 
one to help me a bit, but, somehow or 
other, I will get there; you need not 
worry about that.” 

So the next morning Yusufu’s family 
saw him start off on his five-mile jour- 
ney to the nearest mission school. His 
mother stood with tears in her eyes 
watching him as he crawled away. 

Certainly the lame boy needed plenty 
of courage to make that journey. Great 
thorns and prickly bushes tore his hands 
and arms, and he was a mass of cuts 
and wounds when at last he did get to 
the school completely exhausted and 
almost starved, 

Mr. Yosef, the schoolmaster, was one 
overflowing with the spirit of his Sav- 
iour, and he took Yusufu in at once 
with much kindness. He gave him food 
and clothing, and, to Yusufu’s great sur- 
prise, he washed him all over himself, 
and tenderly bound up his bleeding 
wounds. 

“Poor boy, you truly have suffered 
much to get here.. Now what are we 
to do with you?” 

“Oh, please, Bwana [Master], I want 
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to read books and learn useful knowl- 
edge. I have no money, but my arms 
are strong. I can work hard to pay 
for my food. Do, please, give me a 
chance.” And Yusufu’s pleading face 
and voice were enough to win anyone’s 
heart, 

Mr. Yosef looked very thoughtful as 
he gazed at the lame boy. “Well, per- 
}haps you could trim the grass all around 
the schoolhouse, and keep the outside 
tidy. I will see that you get time to 
study books as ;well.” 

Yusufu was - overjoyed, and it was 
really astonishing how quickly he 
learned to read and write. There was 
no doubt but that he possessed very 
remarkable brain power and was deter- 
mined to learn all he could. He even 
planned his work so he could be cutting 
the grass or tidying up under the win- 
dows when the English lesson was be- 
ing given. In this way he absorbed 
enough of the teaching that he got to 
understand and read English very well. 
Mr. Yosef was delighted with his star 
pupil, but best of all Yusufu had come 
to know and love his Saviour. After 
his baptism he told his Master how very 
much he hoped, when he was old enough, 
to teach other boys of the One to whom 
he had given himself body, soul, and 
spirit. 

“My only grief is that I am maimed 
and lame,” he said sadly. “I would so 
have liked to have been whole like other 
boys, that I could be of the best pos- 
sible service to my dear Lord and Mas- 
ter.” 

“Well, Yusufu, I have been writing to 
a friend who is working at the big hos- 
pital at Mengo. I told him all about 
you, and I know they give the very 
best and newest treatment there for 
cases like yours. God uses those clever 
doctors and nurses to bring about won- 
derful cures. I have just heard today 
that they are willing to take you, and do 
all they possibly can to make you able 
to use your legs to walk again.” n 

“Oh, Bwana, if only they could do % 
how thankful I would be! You see, 1 
I can become a schoolteacher it will be 
such a great handicap if I cannot share 
in the boys’ sports and drill work. I 
have felt so sorry about this because 
it would mean I could never do an all- 
round job, and all my work would 
suffer.” y 

And so it was that Yusufu was taken 
to the famous Mengo Hospital, where 
the doctors did all they could to make 
him able to overcome his lameness, 

“God can easily restore the power 
of those legs, my boy,” said the head 
doctor, “and we believe He can use us 
to enable you to walk. Your part, 
however, is just as important. You, too, 
must patiently trust Him, and help us 
in every way by your-own will and 
courage.” 

“Oh, Bwana, I will indeed, God helping 
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me every day! I won’t be a disappoint- 
ment if I can possibly help it.” 

The doctor smiled. “Well, then Yusufu, 
we must all work together to get rid of 
that ‘caterpillar’ walk, and make you 
an ‘upright’ boy.” 

And although Yusufu had to exercise 
patience for a long, long time, he did 
learn to use his legs to walk again, and 
delighted the hospital staff at his steady 
progress. 

Today he is looking forward in time 
to doing an all-round job for the One 
he loves and serves. 


WorTHING, Sussex, ENG. 
bd 


. Training Nationals 
(Continued from page 645) 


pastor of the large Bible Temple in San 
Jose, Costa Rica, where 269 people re- 
cently accepted Christ in an evangelistic 
campaign and 90 are in training for bap- 
tism. 

There is Alberto Espada-Matta, pastor 
of the Nazarene Church in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, another dynamic organizer 
and leader. In 1953, he was chairman of 
the great Latin America Mission. evange- 
listic campaign in San Juan, which re- 
sulted in 317 signed decisions for Christ. 

There is Domingo Fernandez, a Span- 
iard who is working in Cuba—active 
in radio, pastor of a church, and pro- 
fessor of a seminary in Havana. An- 
other seminary professor is Alberto 
Santizo in Guatemala. Luis Quilo is 
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Twice aT —and Then? 


By Dr. Andrew Gih 
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SAGE of one of China’s 
greatest evangelists. 

“If the reader and Christian 
church at large follow the ex- 
hortation of this message, the 
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Dr. J. Edwin Orr. 
Cloth Bound . - $2 
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leader of the Southern Baptist work 
in Guatemala. 

And there is Victor Monterroso, di- 
rector of Bible correspondence courses, 
with more than a thousand students en- 
rolled. Last December, the death of his 
brother-in-law Ernesto Leon caused 
heavy mourning among Christians in 
Laredo, Tex., where he was serving as 
pastor to the Spanish-speaking popula- 
tion. Both he and his widow attended 
the seminary. 

Some graduates, like Leon, are mis- 
sionaries to the Spanish settlements in 
New York, California, Texas, and other 
parts of the United States. One young 
Negro who graduated this year even feels 
called as a missionary to Africa. Among 


the San Blas Indians of Panama, thir-. 


teen Seminary trainees are serving the 
Lord. 

From the obscurest pueblo to the 
largest city, these alumni can be found 
working as pastors, evangelists, and 
teachers, all over the continent! 

Without institutions such as this Bible 
Seminary, it would be impossible for 
missions to talk of the “indigenous 
church,” or to think of the day when 
foreign missionaries might be expelled 
from Latin America and leave the 
church to fend for itself. No, missions 
would be failing to comply with their 
divine commission if they did not pre- 
occupy themselves with_the training of 
leaders for tomorrow. May God open 
the minds and hearts of Christians in 
the homeland to understand—and to help 
these Bible schools move forward! 


San Jose, Costa Rica, 


Paradoxes 
(Continued from second page) 


When men deny or ignore this paradox, 
ethey think, like the Communist, that 
children can be brought up with less 
parental care than the lower animals 
give their young. Is it any wonder that 
they are “without natural affection,” 
“full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, 
malignity; whisperers, backbiters, haters 
of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, in- 
ventors of evil things”? (Rom, 1:29-31.) 
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Children for whom the most is done 
by indulgent parents usually turn out 
the worst. To correct this evil tendency, 
the Bible teaches that “it is good for a 
man that he bear the yoke’in his youth”; 
and even of Christ it says, “Though he 
were a Son, yet learned he obedience 
by the things which he suffered.” Law- 
less children become lawless men and 
a menance to society. Most geniuses 
were developed by adversity. “Prosper- 
ity doth best discover vice, but adversity 
doth best discover virtue” (Bacon). 
Making all: studies easy .for boys does 
not develop will power. Children who 
have been most carefully brought up, 
most frequently reproved and punished 
—when it is done in the right spirit— 
have far more love and respect for their 
parents than those who have been 
allowed to go on in selfishness, pride, 
and defiance. 

The “gentle Jesus” \is the One who 
warned the world as to the certainty of 
future punishment. He told the story of 
Dives and Lazarus. It is another para- 
dox that millions of the best and the 
gentlest Christians have believed and 
acted on this warning, and have tried 
their best to warn others. No one who 
has passed through years of crushing 
mental or physical suffering could have 
the temerity to doubt the possibility of 
future suffering, especially since all we 
can learn of future punishment is from 
the lips of the Lord Jesus. And He 
proved the sincerity. of His belief in 
future punishment by veluntarily going 
through the utmost agony to save us 
from this future suffering. 

The birth of the prince of peace, the 
author of life, caused the “slaughter of 
the innocents.” His rejection caused the 
destruction of Jerusalem, the slaughter 
of millions of Jews, the scattering of 
the nation, and the postponement of the 
blessings of the Kingdom for the whole 
world. 

The Bible bases all political and social 
life on obedience to the Ten Command- 
ments. Communists deny them all. The 
Bible demands from Christians also the 
submission of children to parents, of the 
younger to elders, of wives to husbands, 
of all to the officials of the state and 
of the church, 

Even in the pursuit of happiness one 
faces the paradox that those with the 
greatest amount of spare time and money 
usually are the most unhappy. Christ 
said, “He that loveth his life shall lose 
it”; but also, “Seek ye first the kingdom 
of God, and his righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you.” 

The first question in the Westminster 
Shorter Catechism is, “What is the chief 
end of man?” “Man’s chief end is to 
glorify God, and to enjoy him for ever.” 
This is the Bible’s solution of the para- 
dox. Those most devoted: to self-im- 
provement and culture become the most 
selfish and peeved. The Greek, the most 
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highly developed physically and men- 
tally, reached the worst corruption. 

Fear is considered a poor motive—yet 
all society is based on fear. Evil men 
are restrained from every crime only 
by fear of punishment. Most men,would 
not work except for fear of starving or 
freezing. Even Christ said, “Fear him 
which is able to destroy both soul and 
body in hell.” 

There are statements in the Bible 
which seem incredible. Christ said He 
left the glory which He had with the 
Father before the world was. He said 
He came to seek and to save those who 
were lost. He said also, “Enter ye in 
at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, 
and broad is the way, that leadeth to 
destruction, and many there be which go 
in thereat: because strait is the gate, and 
narrow is the way, which leadeth unto 
life, and few there be that find it” (Matt, 
7:13, 14). He said also, “If ye believe 
not that I am he, ye shall die in your 
sins.” He said of those who rejected 
His claims, “It shall be more tolerable 
for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judg- 
ment, than for you” (Matt. 11:22). He 
told the Pharisees who rejected Him 
that they were going to eternal pun- 
ishment. These are incredible state- 
ments, and “never man spake like this 
man.” Dare you say Christ did not tell 
the truth? 

It is a paradox that the professors in 
most of our theological and secular 
institutions succumbed to German propa- 
ganda in favor of the results of ration- 
alistic, “Bible-hating, history-manufac- 
turing higher criticism.” America won 
the World Wars but lost the theological 
and moral war. 

It is a paradox that so many profes- 
sors in our leading educational institu- 
tions, with all their talk of academic 
freedom, are more afraid to mention the 
word “design” than the word “Commu- 
nism.” The word “design” connotes a 
Creator, but a “scientific” man must be- 
lieve that we and everything else are 
the result of a causeless evolution. 

Any allusion to teleology would impair 
or destroy his professional status; but 
he can advocate any devilish theory, 
even an atheistic Communism which 
contradicts the Ten Commandments, 
without which civilized life is impos- 
sible. 

Every man in this world is facing a 
chaos of paradoxes, and unless he has 
the tests of truth in the Bible, he is a 
lost soul in this world and for eternity. 


I think we ought to be talking about 
our crowns, and not producing the im- 
pression upon an unbelieving and im- 
penitent world, that the Christian life 
is a life of wailing, a yoke intolerable 
and chafing. His yoke ts easy and His 
burden is light. It is the obedience of 
love that makes it so easy.—Dr. A. T. 
Pierson, in Keswick Calendar, 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphija 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs, 








Uncle Jim’s Stories from Nature’s Won- 
derland. By James H. Hunter, (Zonder- 
van Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
$1.) Jim Bruce thought it very queer 
that he could grow small beside a daffo- 
dil and hear her talk, and that Funny 
Ears, the rabbit, should invite him to 
ride on his back. But they had the 
ride and, on the way, met Bumble the 
Bee, Foxy Woxy, and a number of other 
interesting personalities. Then the whole 
thing stopped being queer, when Jim 
opened his eyes and found it a dream. 

After this small fantasy, the boy is 
introduced to several more of the earth’s 
little people—that carrier of disease, the 
Housefly; the Bee who helps red clover 
make its seed; the world’s champion 
jumper, Mr. Grasshopper; and Froggie 
Woggie. The first papermaker, Mr. Hor- 
net, the- Ant with her cow that gives 
syrup-milk, and the pond’s Sewing Bug, 
all make Jim’s eyes grow round with 
wonder at the things God lets them be 
and do. In the last chapter, he learns 
from the life cycle of a butterfly some- 
thing of the marvelous provision God 
has made for His children when they die. 


Years of the Locust. By Raymond H. 
Belton. (Victory Press, Clapham Cres- 
cent, London, S.W. 4; 8/6 net.) , Few who 
knew him understood why Dr. John 
Seville had, for six years, lived alone 
on an island off the coast of England. 
But faith’s anchor had fallen short of 
its grip when John’s bride-to-be was 
killed on the. way to their wedding. God 
still remembered. His rebellious child, 
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Children! Children! = Children! 
“., . of such is the Kingdom 9f Heaven.” 
Without Christ, what kind of men would they be? 
The Home of Onesiphorus is caring for 
destitute, homeless children in its Bible 
Land Homes, and training Chinese in 
the Hong Kong Mission School, under 

God making fruitful men for Christ. . 


By your prayers and thoughtfulness 
you can help 
MAKE BOYS INTO MEN FOR CHRIST 


For information write today to 
HOME OF ONESIPHORUS A 
3939 N. Hamlin Ave., Chicage 18, Ul. ° 


Dept. 15 





Earn Quick Cash with 





RELIGIOUS Christmas Cards 


Sell cards that express the true spirit of 
Christmas and aay, you handsome profits. 
Glorious new Cathedral line of De — 

igious Cards—each card with sender 
sae inscribed —sell on sight. All your 
friends will want them. It’s easy to earna 
sum in spare time. No experience 
Easy To Add To 
Your Earnings 
Make $1 profit on each 
box of exquisite new 
Color-Photo Christ- 
mas Cards. Over 150 new money- 
makers: 21-Card $1 Bible Verse 
Christmas Assortments; “Just For 
Us" doubly lized Family 
Christmas Cards; Sound and Ac- 
tion Cards; Stationery; $1 Gifts. 

while they last, 

for $1 Christmas Card Box! 
Extra Money for Church Groups— Proven plan 
starts you or your group making money at once. We 
furnish Assortments on approval and samples of Name- 
Imprinted items FREE. Also list of Factory Surplus 
B. < 


ial da i Catal hi i 
Plan that ‘boosts howe canainns oversight. Att Nowi 
MIDWEST CARD COMPANY, Dept. 41.50 
1113 Washington Avenue, St. Louis 1, Missouri 


ACT NOW-MAIL FOR SAMPLES 
pr jit hey dae re ay 
| Please send money-making details and samples. 
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e Radiant Christian 


Personality —stalwart Character—that’s 


the objective at Marion. Liberal Arts course 
affords a large number of possible majors and minors. 
Also B.S. in Educ., A. B. in Religion and 5-year Th. B. 


Catalog Free— Write Today. Address Sec. ST 
DR. WM. F. McCONN, President MARION COLLEGE inouana 
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EVERY DAY CARDS I 


EXTRA MONEY for yourself or organization 
j showing ye All Occasion greeting card as- l 
sortments. Extensive line features lovely ture- 
text cards and stationery. Write at once for 
rr samples on approval. | 


19 MILLION 
Bete plant God'b Wend in the heart 
of 19 million children LOST unless 
a eaten af Sine 
and gifts 
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The “Sunday-school paper 
for Juniors. NOW 16 BIG 
pages. Exciting stories, 
Bible teaching, C. E. pro- 
grams, pen pals, etc. And 
a brand-new picture-strip 
section in full color—a 
Bible story applied to to- 
day's problems. Enter- 
taining! Inspirational! 
Only 35¢. per quarter in 
quantities; single sub- 
scription, $2.00 per year. 


STRAIGHT 


Varlety-filled Bible-school paper for Teen-agers. 
Clever fiction, news, photos, Bible quizzes, con- 
fests, etc. And a brand-new section of full-color 
Continuity ,pictures—a Bible story and a typical fam- 
ily’s application of the day’s lesson. Educational@ 
Promotes attendance and Christian growth@® Only 
35¢. per quarter in eerie single subscription, 
$2.00 per year. 


FREE SAMPLES ON REQUEST 
at your bookstore or 
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however, and on a stormy night, three 
nearly drowned people were salvaged 
from his small harbor—Christine Fleet, 
who had swum beyond her depth, and 
her would-be rescuers, Peter Westram 
and Mary Patmore. Dr. John was able 
to save all three, and Mary’s» faithful 
witness soon aroused his sleeping spirit. 
Then, with a new and far more real 
consecration, came also a love for the 
one who inspired it. 

The paths of the four young people 
then separated, John believing that 
Mary would go to.Africa with Peter, 
and Mary feeling certain that Dr. Se- 
ville’s mission in the South Pacific would 
find a place for his wife, whoever she 
might be. But, despite human frustra- 
tion, both John and Mary kept their 
devotion Godward active and complete. 
As the years passed, Christine grew into 
a beautiful woman who loved Peter 
with all her heart, but it was not until 
the death of Christine's mother that the 
two were permitted to marry. Finally, 
the conversion: of a jealous nurse starts 
balls rolling until, at last, John’s be- 
loved “Mary arrives at his own mission 
station. 


we 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 22 


3. Wells of the Bible 
(Gen. 26:17-25; John 4:6-14) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International ' 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
HOSE of us who live in cities or 
towns in a land that, in most areas, 
is blessed with an abundant water supply 
will find it somewhat difficult to un- 
derstand fully the importance of wells 
in Bible lands that were not blessed 
with abundant rivers and creeks and 
brooks. We read in the newspapers oc- 
casionally of negotiations for additional 
water supplies for our city or town, but 
usually the greatest effort we have to 
exert to get an‘abundant supply of water 
is to turn a spigot. 
54 
Some of us who live on farms or 
ranches come closer to the problem of a 
good water supply, and know that the 
pipes have to be driven down into the 
earth sometimes for many hundreds of 
feet before a good water supply can be 
pumped either by hand or by machin- 
ery for household needs and for water- 
ing the cattle and other livestock about 
the farm. Perhaps some of us live in 
areas where water is brought in from 
great distances to water the land by 
means of irrigation so that crops can 
be raised. 
ye 
But in all these cases, only a severe 
and prolonged drought, or some major 
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catastrophe, interferes with the major 
water supply. In Bible lands, however, 
good wells often meant either life or 
death and prosperity or failure to a 
possessor of herds of cattle, such as 
Isaac was, and who is mentioned in our 
first Scripture portion. 

When the water supply at a well failed 
or when he was denied it by enemies, 
it meant that he had to move his entire 
establishment and all his flocks and 
herds to another location. This fact 
should help us understand something of 
Isaac’s forebearance and his desire to 
live at peace with his neighbors, when 
we read of his unwillingness to contend 
for wells that either he or his father had 
dug, and his willingness to move on to 
other locations where jealous or unprin- 
cipled men would not disturb him. 

we 

There will be occasions in life when 
we shall have to decide whether or not 
to contend or fight for what are obvi- 
ously our rights, or to put the matter 
in God's hands and quietly let Him lead 
us in His better way. This latter course 
will not be understood by those who are 
not trusting God. And, if we follow 
that course, we shall very often ‘be 
thought weak or lacking in determina- 
tion and grit. But God can and will 
make up to us all that we may seem to 
lose by such an attitude just as He did 
to Isaac. On whom are you depending 
to defend your “rights,” the Lord or 
yourself? 

One thing we want to be clear on, 
however. There is a difference in the 
matter of yielding personal rights and 
yielding in the matter of principle. In 
the latter case God expects us to stand 
firm and true, regardless of the forces 
that are brought against us. And He 
promises to supply strength and deter- 
mination for just such a stand. 

ye 

The second Scripture portion chosen 
for this week brings us to Jacob’s well, 
near Mt. Gerizim and the valley of She- 
chem, which in our Lord’s day was in 
the land of Samaria. It was here that 
the Lord rested while His disciples went 
into the town to buy food, and it was 
to this well that the woman came seek- 
ing water but receiving infinitely greater 
blessing from the Lord Himself. In talk- 
ing to the woman, you will remember 
that the Lord Jesus reminded her that 
the water she would draw from the well, 
while it might quench her thirst mo- 
mentarily, could not be compared with 
the living water that He dould give her 
(John 4:14). Furthermore, at Jacob’s 
well, the woman must laboriously lift, 
by means of a rope, her container with 
the water from the deep well. But the 
water that the Lord Jesus Christ offered 
her was a leaping fountain, gushing forth 
in ever abundant supply. 

It was the water of eternal life of 
which the Lord Jesus spoke, and it is 
available today to everyone who will 
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believe on Him as the Son of God and 
receive Him as his Saviour and Lord. 
Have you done this? If you have, you 
have that abundant water supply in 
your heart, and with it the responsibility 
to make it available to men and women 
everywhere, whether God is calling you 
to the mission field, or to full-time 
Christian service, or to full-time Chris- 
tian living in some business or profes- 
sion. What are you doing about it? If 
you had an abundant, unlimited supply 
of physical water and you knew that 
people all about you were dying for 
want of it, you would not hesitate to 
make your supply available. Dare you 
hesitate, then, as one who has the living 
water that comes from the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself? 
ye 

If you have never accepted the Lord 
Jesus Christ as your Saviour, can you 
not see, as the woman at the well did, 
that the restless efforts you are making 
to satisfy the thirst that God has put 
into every heart for Himself are only 

temporary and inadequate? She gladly 
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received the living water and left her 
waterpots—her own efforts to satisfy her 
thirst—and went back into her home 
town to tell others about the Lord Jesus, 
Will you leave your gown efforts to ob- 
tain satisfaction in life, and accept what 
the Lord Jesus offers you—His life—so 
that it may be in you a leaping fountain 
that will bring blessing, not only to your 
own heart, but to all those who know 
you? 
PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Schoo! Lesson Committee. 


August 16 to 22 


Mon.—Deuteronomy 8:11-18. 
The Source of Wealth. 
Prayer Succestions: “Thou shalt re- 
member the Lord thy God: for it is he 
that giveth the power to get wealth.” 
The original source of all our material 
and spiritual blessings, both in time and 
in eternity, is God. “The Lord... giveth 
the power to get wealth.” Wealth is 
not a major blessing. Had Solomon 
asked God for wealth he would have 
displeased God, and would have been 


‘ void of great wisdom. Those who rejoice 


because their wealth is great have for- 
gotten God their maker. And all who 
love riches shall have the woes men- 
tioned in 1 Timothy 6:10, 17-19. Pray 
for the Buffalo Bible Conference, Eben- 
ezer, N. Y. 


Tues.—Psalm_ 50:7-12. 
The Eternal Owner. 


Prayer Succestions: “The world is 
mine, and the fulness thereof.” What 
we gather and give is the Lord's. “We 
give thee but thine own, whate’er the 
gift may be.” “The earth is the Lord’s, 
and the fulness thereof; the world, and 
they that dwell therein. For he hath 
founded it upon the seas, and established 
it upon the floods” (Psa. 24:1, 2). All 
riches come from His bounty. We are 
stewards of the Lord’s property. Do 
you recognize God as your owner, and 
owner of all things? Do you glorify 
Him as God? Pray for Indochina. 


Wed.—Nehemiah 13:10-14. 
Being Honest With God. 


PraYER SuGGESTIONS: “Why is the house 
of God forsaken?” Nehemiah had a 
correct sense of justice. He adminis- 
tered his affairs the way God wanted 
them attended to, and man’s highest 
need demanded. We, too, should keep 
the way of the Lord to do justice. “What- 
soever things are just” (Phil, 4:8) must 
be our line of thought as believers. 
Great rewards will be distributed “at 
the resurrection of the just” (Luke 14: 
14). Blessed are the “spirits of just 
men” (Heb. 12:23). Pray for the Cen- 
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‘you facts on which 


A-Millennial ? 
Pre-Millennial ? 
Post-Millennial ? 


Are you puzzled? Are you bewil- 
dered? Is your face turned into pale- 
ness at the sight of a world in collapse? 
Jeremiah says, “‘Wherefore do I see 
every man with his hands on his loins, 
as a woman in travail, and all faces 
are turned. into paleness?” Jer. 30:6. 


Are you post? Do 
you know the difference Are you pre- 


pared for the Atomic Bomb? Are you 
ready for mass destruction? Is the 
imine of civilization “just around 
the corner”? Is there away out? | 


We think-we have the answer; at 
least we hope it will be the answer, 
to these questions. We want to send 
ou may reach your 
own conclusions. We want also to show 
you that the crisis hours of the days 
ahead require an immediate and in- 
tensive gospelization of Israel. 


So, if you will send us one dollar, 
we wifl mail you promptly the follow- 
ing supplies :- 

1. That great scholar, Dr. Frank S. 
Weston’s tract, “Pre or Post 
Millennialism, Does It Matter 
Which?” 

2. A copy of our tract, “A Tomor- 
row for the Jews. 


3. A copy of ‘A Modern Misgion- 
ary to an fepatent People.” 

4. Oneyear’s subscription to THE 
CHOSEN PEOPLE, our noted 

_ Jewish missionary and Bible- 

teaching magazine. 

5. Dr. Arthur Petrie’S newest tract, 
“Of the Jews.” 


The coupon is below and we shall 
be thankful if you will fill it out and 
mail it to us. is also seperantey 
for you to make a gift for world- 
wide work of the ican Board of] 
Missions to the Jews. It is a work to 
which your ape vg is always needed, 
and a work which bring to you 
much personal blessing. Try at once 
and see for yourself. 


American Board of Missions 


to the Jews, Inc., Dept. 6 
236 W. 72nd St., New York 23, N. Y. 


Dear Friends: I long for the coming of the 
Prince of ‘Peace. Herein I enclose $1.00; send 


me your package. I also joyfully enclose $...........- 
as my fellowship with you in your world-wide 
Gospel ministry to Israel. 























BD. L. MOODY ence said: 


“I am thankful to tell you that I have 
some splendid men and women in the field. 
My school work will not tell much 

while I am living, but when I am gone 

I SHALL LEAVE SOME GRAND MEN 

AND WOMEN BEHIND!” 


















Moody has been with the Lord for more 

than fifty years, and the “grand men and 
women” he left behind have, through the Holy 
Spirit, guided Moody Bible Institute through 
the years and kept it true to God. 


This is the 
fourth ina series | 
of leaders of 
MOODY BIBLE © 
INSTITUTE 


After Mr. Moody’s death in 1899, financial support of the Institute gradually 
dwindled down to almost nothing. By 1901 it was almost ready to perish... but 
then God brought Henry Parsons Crowell to the Institute. When he was elected 
to the Board of Trustees on April 24, 1901, Mr. Crowell was active in the affairs 
of two small companies which later became the famous Quaker Oats Company 
of which he was president for many years, and the Perfection Stove Company of 
Cleveland of which he was chairman of the board. 

Although Mr. Crowell was possessed of great business ability, he always re- 
tgined a fine spirit of humility and Christian dedication—the same spirit which 
caused him at an early age to pledge his life to the Lord. After his decease a 
paper in his own handwriting was found among his effects which said, “If my 
life can always be lived so as to please Him in every way, I’ll be supremely 
happy.” That was Henry Parsons Crowell’s main aim in life. 

Moopy BIBLE INSTITUTE received the benefit of the same great industrial skills 
which Mr. Crowell used to build up his great commercial enterprises. On 
February 2, 1904, he was made president of the board, a position which he held 
until his death on October 23, 1944. 

With what result? Thanks to Mr. Crowell, Moopy BrIs_e INSTITUTE became 
a highly efficient organization with an outreach,around the globe. Its policy 
became: build no farther than God wills ...in other words, build only after God 
has provided all the money necessary to finish the job. Yes, Mr. Crowell gave 
liberally to Moopy Brste INstITUTE. But he did not let it depend upon him. He 
arranged affairs so that the Institute must.be supported by God’s people both 
in his day and afterward. Right up to his last days Mr. Crowell cherished a vision 
of the future when Moopy BIs.e INSTITUTE would be not only a great name in 
Christian education, but also the perpetuator of a multi-purpose soul-winning 
ministry that reached into all parts of the world with the gospel. And it was to 
this end that he devoted his time and his efforts so wholeheartedly. 


Today MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE is still forging ahead in the path outlined by the GRAND MEN who 
under God founded and directed it. Its many ministries reach millions of individuals for Christ each 
year—individuals in every country of the world. But the chief ministry of the Institute remains that of 
furnishing tuition-free Bible training to 
preporing for lives of Christion service—both as full-time workers ond laymen. 
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tral New York Bible Conference, Homer, 
N. Y. 


Thurs.—Matthew 25:14-30. 
. Stewardship, a Trust. 


PraYeR SuccesTions: “Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant: thou hast 
been faithful over a few things, I will 
make thee ruler over many things: enter 
thou into the joy of thy lord.” Our 
Lord’s parable on stewardship has a 
mixed ending. Some of the stewards 
were praised, but one was shut out of 
his lord’s presence permanently and 
woefully. The teaching has both encour- 
agement and warning. In which class 
is the reader? Pray for the Montrose 
Bible Conference, Montrose, Pa. 


Fri.—1 Corinthians 16:1-6. 
Systematic Giving. 


PRAYER SucGEsTIONS: “Upon the first 
day of the week let every one of you 
lay by him in store, as God hath pros- 
pered him.” The Lord gives us the first 
day of the week as a spiritual check-up 
time. It is a good time to check up on 
one’s benevolences. God, who divided 
the days into weeks, intends that we 
shall be businesslike fn our gifts for the 
maintenance of the Christian testimony 
at home and abroad.’ Are you obedient 
to the Lord in the matter of your giving? 
Pray for the Pennwood Bible Camp, 
Galeton, Pa. 


Sat.—2 Corinthians 8:1-9. 
The Grace of Generosity. 


PraYerR SuccesTions: “They .. . first 
gave their own selves to the Lord, and 
unto us by the will of God. Insomuch 
that we desired Titus, that as he had be- 
gun, so he would also finish in you the 
same grace also.” Love is the spring 
of liberality. If we love the Lord enough 
and His cause sufficiently we will be 
moved to follow the example of the 
early Christians (Acts 2:45; 4:34). Among 
other liberal believers of the New Tes- 
tament we find the Philippians (4:15- 
19), and the Macedonians (See text). 
Liberal souls shall be “made fat” (Prov. 
11:25); and will be frequently found 
devising “liberal things” (Isa. 32:8). God 
is liberal; are you? (Jas, 1:5.) Pray for 
Morning Cheer Bible Conference, Sandy 
Cove, North East, Md. 


Sun.—2 Corinthians 9:1-11. 
Giving and Receiving, 

Prayer Succestions: “God is able 
to make all grace abound toward you; 
that ye, always having all sufficiency 
in all things, may abound to every 
good work.” Give freely, not grudg- 
ingly but liberally with love, for God 
who giveth us richly all things to 
enjoy, giveth liberally. Have you 
found that it is more blessed to give 
than to receive? All you have has 
been freely given you of God. Give 
God thanks, and also an offering ap- 
propriate and in keeping with your 
prosperity. Pray for the Mount Lou- 
San Bible Camp, Harrisburg, Pa. 
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